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SPRING 
2017
The difficulty students 
inev it ably  a lways  face 
returning to campus after 
w inter break has been 
made even worse this year 
as the South faced freezing 
temperatures and snow, 
causing many potent ial 
travel delays.
T h e  S t a t e  r e p o r t s 
that, although the worst 
of the w inter storm is 
a l ready over,  f reez ing 
temperatures are expected 
to last through Monday in 
the Midlands. According 
to Tony Petrolito of the 
National Weather Service, 
Columbia received trace 
a m o u nt s  o f  s n o w  o n 
Saturday and experienced 
it s lowest temperat ure 
on Sunday morning at 24 
degrees.
As a result, there were 
cancellations around the 
Midlands, including the 
rescheduling of high school 
athlet ic events and the 
closing of Riverbanks Zoo 
on Saturday.
The small amount of 
snow was undoubtedly 
the most exciting part for 
Southerners, but the real 
concern for those traveling 
was ice. The threat of black 
ice was present Saturday 
night into early Sunday 
as temperatures dropped, 
and moisture f rom the 
1.6  i nche s  of  r a i n f a l l 
from Friday and Saturday 
l i ngered.  Depa r t ment 
of Transportation crews 
mo n i t or e d  r o ad s  a nd 
br idge s  u s i ng  sa lt  on 
Saturday, WIS reports.
The Upstate received 
the most snow with some 
count ies reaching four 
to six inches, according 
to Chris Horne of the 
National Weather Service 
in Greenville. This led to 
f light cancellat ions and 
delays out of the Greenville 
Spartanburg International 
Airport.
Many students from 
parts of the Upstate 
chose  to  re t u r n  to 
campus in anticipation 
o f  p o o r  r o a d 
conditions due to the 
weather.
“I know a lot of 
the roads other than 
the highway were 
pretty bad,” third-
y e a r  e x e r c i s e 
science student 
Meghan Martin 
said about 
Spartanburg.
Although no 
major issues or 
accidents were 
reported related 
t o  t h e  s t o r m , 
SCDOT focuses 
on ut i l iz ing de-
ic i ng  mater ia l s  on 
road in the Upstate 
a s  a  p r e c a u t i o n , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  A n d y 
Leaphart, a department 
spokesperson.
Leaphart encourages 
people to remain cautious 
unt il temperatures r ise 
later in the week, possibly 
into the low 70s.
Freezing temperatures 
pose issue for students
24 °F
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1. Hollywood royalty pass over holidays
The holiday season lent major blows 
to famous holiday families. Zsa Zsa 
Gabor, one of the set of Hungarian 
sisters that made their mark on 
the American social scene, passed 
away at the age of 90. Iconic actress, 
comedienne and activist Carrie Fisher 
died just days after having a heart 
attack, and her passing was quickly 
followed by the death of her mother 
Debbie Reynolds. Reynolds was a 
starlet in her own right, known to 
many for her breakout role in Singing 
in the Rain. Singer and act iv ist 
George Michaels also died during the 
Christmas holiday.
2. Facebook looks to counter ‘fake news’ 
A f ter  u nf lat ter ing 
head l i ne s  about  t he 
amount of “fake news” 
shared on t he soc ia l 
n e t w o r k i n g  g i a n t , 
Facebook announced 
new steps to combat the 
issue. They partnered 
with fact checking sites 
such as PolitiFact and 
news  orga n izat ions . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y 
announced new ways for 
users to report articles 
t h e y  t h i n k  m a y  b e 
illegetimate. 
3. Russian election infl uence called into question
N e w  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s 
indicated that Russian government 
force s ,  led  by  cont rover s i a l 
president Vladimir Putin, worked 
to inf luence the results of the 
American presidential election. 
T h e  A m e r i c a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
community referenced the leaked 
emails from the Clinton campaign 
and the DNC. President-elect 
Donald Trump disputed the claims, 
leading to further questions about 
his relationship with Russia.
4. Fox favorites jump ship to NBC, MSNBC
Two conservatives 
darlings are launching 
n e w  s h o w s  o n 
what  i s  considered 
t he  “ l ibera l”  news 
network in the new 
year.  Meg y n Kel ly 
inked a new deal with 
N BC af ter  mont hs 
of  negot i at ion s  to 
renew her cont ract 
at Fox. She’l l get her 
own daytime talk show 
a s  wel l  a s  a  Su nday 
evening news magazine 
shoe and a role in major 
news events. Greta van 
Sustren, who left Fox 
over the departure of 
Roger Ailes, will also 
launch her own new 
show on MSNBC.
5. Fox favorites jump ship to NBC, MSNBC
Five people were k il led, and 
m a n y  mor e  i n j u r e d  w he n  a 
gunman opened fi red at the Four 
Lauderdale-Hollywood Airport 
just af ter the start of the new 
year. The gunman was quickly 
identifi ed as an Iraq War veteran 
who had previously claimed that 
the the government was executing 
“mind control” over him. He faces 
multiple charges, some of which 
carry the possibility of the death 
penalty.
 —Compiled by Mary Ramsey
Photos courtesy of Tribune News Service
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WEDNESDAY
January 
18
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Columbia Metropolitan            
Convention Center
Shuttle service is provided with 
stops at Capstone, Thomas 
Cooper Library (Sumter Street 
stop), and Swearingen (north of 
building on Main Street).  Look for 
“Job Fair Shuttle” signs.
Li
ve
 it
. Career Center
University of South Carolina 
Career Fest & 
the S.E.T. Fair
Held concurrently, Career Fest is for non-technical 
positions and the S.E.T. Fair is for science, 
engineering, & technology positions.  Employers 
will be hiring for internships and full-time jobs that 
are available.  
Li
ve
 it
.
Visit each job fair website on our homepage at            
www.sc.edu/career  
Need help getting ready for the job fairs?  Visit “Job Fair 
Prep Week” on our homepage.
www.sc.edu/career                       
facebook.com/UofSCCareers          
twitter.com/UofSCCareers
HELP
WANTED
STUDENT MEDIA INTEREST MEETINGS
January 17
6-7 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 18
5-6 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 20
6-7 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 11
7 p.m.
RHUU 305
January 12
7 p.m.
RHUU 304
January 17
7 p.m.
RHUU 304
January 11
6-6:30 p.m.
RHUU 303
January 12
7-7:30 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 18
7 p.m.
RHUU 305
January 23
8 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 24
9 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 25
9 p.m.
RHUU 302
January 26
8 p.m.
RHUU 302
— Florida Gov. Rick Scott of the Ft. 
Lauderdale Airport shooting. 
“We’re proud of the Tigers 
and Coach Dabo Swinney. 
We’re psyched about how 
they totally rolled over Ohio 
State, and we look forward 
to watching them bring home 
a national championship.”
“You can’t go on 
with your life as a 
democracy when a 
foreign entity is trying 
to compromise the 
election process.” 
— Sen. Lindsey Graham on 
Russian interference in the 
American presidential elections
File Photo: Morgan Simpson
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
“This is a 
senseless act 
of evil.”
 — South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
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Call us at 1-800-997-4347 with any questions
APPLY ONLINE at tripplakecamp.com
PLAN AHEAD FOR 2017 AND 
SPEND YOUR SUMMER IN MAINE!
Tripp Lake Camp is looking for counselors.
Teach your favorite activities such as 
arts, sports, waterski, tennis, and swim.
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Men should learn house work
Olivia 
Harris
Third-year 
biology 
student
Dan 
Nelson 
Second-
year public 
health 
student
Isabelle
Carroll 
First-year public 
relations student
Donald Trump risks 
presidency on wall
Elderly drivers need 
more supervision
“Society has not only 
trained men to believe 
that their value 
is found wholly in 
providing fi nancially 
for their families, but 
it has entirely blinded 
them to the trials of 
house work.”
When my parents first married, 
they had two years of newlywed 
bliss, followed by four years in which 
they had three children. What is 
notable about these four years, in 
which the house was crawling with 
tiny, screaming babies, is that my 
dad was deployed for almost half 
of it. My mom was a “housewife” 
for 14 years before she fi nally went 
to work in a career she loved, and 
with my father’s deployments, she 
did a fair amount of it by herself. 
However, when my dad retired, it 
only took three weeks of taking care 
of the house, raising our puppies and 
cooking dinner for him to begin to 
feel taken advantage of.
Women have, in the last decade 
or so, achieved a greater rate of 
col lege  g raduat ion t ha n men, 
producing more working women 
than competitive working men. In 
2010, in two-income households, 
nearly one fourth of wives out-
earned their husbands. So why is it 
that househusbands are still a rare, 
nearly laughable occurrence? In 
a New York Times article, David 
Brooks confuses social conditioning 
with genetic predisposition, citing 
evolut ionary psychologists who 
argue that men are incapable of 
being nurturing enough.
Fi r s t ,  p s ycholog i s t s  a re  not 
geneticists. I call this phenomena 
c e n t u r i e s  w o r t h  o f  c u l t u r e s 
impressing on men the idea that 
strength and virility cannot coexist 
w it h k indness  and gent leness . 
This idea that 
g e n d e r  r o l e s 
a re  imbedded 
i n  g e n e t i c s 
demon s t r ate s 
a  c o m p l e t e 
disregard of all 
t he l iterat ure 
t hat  suppor t s 
t he  idea  t hat 
c l a s s  r o l e s 
a n d  g e n d e r 
i d e n t i t y  a r e 
socially forged 
structures with 
l i t t l e  t o  n o 
genetic basis.
B u t 
househusbands 
remain exot ic 
e n o u g h  t o 
at t rac t  med ia 
interest . Both 
AMC and the Australian production 
company Playmaker Media produced 
TV shows following the lives of 
stay-at-home dads. For a stay-at-
home mom to get a TV show, she 
either has to be married to someone 
famous, have an extreme amount of 
children, or be a little person. Stay-
at-home dads just have to be dads. 
Boston College’s Center for Work 
and Family recorded that, of the 
85 percent of fathers who take time 
off of work following the birth of 
their child, the majority only spend a 
week or two at home. A large portion 
of this is due to the fact that only 10 
percent of private-sector employers 
guarantee paid paternal leave, so I 
can’t say it’s the father’s fault. But 
t he  f a c t  t h a t 
only 10 percent 
of private-sector 
e m p l o y e r s 
guarantee paid 
paterna l leave 
says plent y on 
it s  ow n about 
t h e  a t t i t u d e 
o f  A m e r i c a 
towards paternal 
childcare.
It  on ly took 
t h r e e  w e e k s 
before my dad 
was being quite 
t he  “d iva ,”  a s 
we called him. 
He fe lt  t a ken 
a d v a n t a g e  o f 
and t aken for 
g r a n t e d .  H e 
thought it was 
unfair that he had to take care of 
the puppy all day, because it was 
hard for him to do both that and 
the things he liked to do. He was 
annoyed when he was in the kitchen 
cooking and my mom or us kids were 
relaxing in the other room following 
a day at work. Society has not only 
trained men to believe that their 
value is found wholly in providing 
fi nancially for their families, but it 
has also entirely blinded them to 
the trials of housework. It’s seen as 
“women’s work,” and because our 
society places women below men, 
then all that work is both beneath a 
man and probably signifi cantly easier 
than whatever a man might do with 
his day. That’s why you don’t see a 
lot of male secretaries, elementary 
school teachers, nurses and primary 
caregivers.
My dad had absolutely no concept 
of what it took to run a house. He 
had to take care of three dogs while 
my mom was at work. My mom had 
to take care of three children while 
my dad was deployed for months. 
My mother has been thanklessly 
cooking dinner for 14 years, and it 
was three weeks before my father 
started pouting. But this isn’t my 
dad’s fault. Let me repeat, this is not 
my dad’s fault. He’s an awesome dude 
and a great dad. This is seldom the 
fault of an individual man. It’s the 
fault of a culture that continues to 
reinforce gender norms that are no 
longer essential to the preservation 
of society.
Let men stay home with their 
babies.  Let men be gent le and 
nurturing. Let men feel pride in a 
clean house and a delicious dinner. 
Let working women earn the same 
as working men, and let’s see the 
50-50 sex ratio refl ected in all walks 
of life, including who takes care of 
the house and kids.
This past week, I ordered an 
Uber to take me to the Columbia 
Airport. I have taken several Ubers 
and fi gured I knew how the whole 
process worked. I’ve learned how 
to make small ta lk with many 
different drivers from different 
back g rou nds ,  w it h  d i f f erent 
personalities and from different 
walks of life. These different walks 
of life have never wandered past the 
65-years-of-age mark, however.
Imagine my surprise this past 
week when I climbed into my Uber 
to see that my driver looked old 
enough to have retired 20 years 
ago. This gentleman had not only 
wandered beyond the 65-years-
of-age mark, he appeared to have 
sprinted past it before I was even 
born. Our ride to the airport was 
a stressful one that consisted of me 
having to anxiously alert him of 
stoplight changes several times.
Th is  ex per ience  got  me to 
thinking about other elderly drivers 
and how it must get much harder 
to drive the older one gets. It is 
because of this gradual lessening of 
fi ne motor skills that senior citizens 
should be required to re-pass an 
on-the-road driving test every 5 to 
10 years.
W hen we t h ink of  reck less 
dangers on the road, our mind 
generally goes straight to teen 
dr ivers.  We have an image in 
our head of a teenager speeding 
around a curb in a bright red sports 
car while blasting the radio and 
texting on an iPhone. Teen drivers 
can be dangerous and do cause a 
large amount of accidents on the 
roads; however, the fatality rate 
for drivers over 85 years old is four 
times higher than that of teenagers. 
This means that, in reality, you 
have more reason to be afraid of 
that little old lady in a Volkswagen 
killing you than the blond-haired 
football player in a Jeep.
I know what you are most likely 
thinking: “Not my Paw-Paw; he’s 
a great driver! This law would just 
be an inconvenience to him.” I am 
not denying that there are some 
perfectly capable elderly drivers 
out on the roads and, yes, having 
to retake a driver’s test will be an 
annoyance to them. The fact of the 
matter is, however, that there are 
also several extremely dangerous 
senior citizen drivers who are not 
only a threat to themselves, but to 
others as well. There needs to be 
a way to determine when a person 
has simply lost the ability to drive 
safely, and a test is an easy way of 
fi guring that out. If your Paw-Paw 
really can drive perfectly, then he 
should have no problem passing a 
simple driver’s test.
I remember taking an on-the-
road test to get my license a few 
years ago and, to be perfect ly 
honest, it was a challenge even 
to my young 16-year-old self. 
Bet ween t he Y-t urns and t he 
parallel parking, it is easy to lose 
enough points to fail. That’s why 
I ’m not proposing t hat  t hese 
elderly c it izens take t he ver y 
same complicated test they had 
to pass when fi rst obtaining their 
licenses. No, they should just have 
to take a test that gauges the basic 
sk ills required for driving such 
as maintaining a steady speed, 
breaking in a timely manner and 
correctly using blinkers.
I don’t want all elderly citizens 
off the road: I love my grandma 
as much as the next person does. 
But I do think that, for both her 
safety and mine, she should have 
to take such a basic driver’s skills 
test every 5 to 10 years. The danger 
that such sweet little old ladies and 
men behind the wheel can present 
is easy to overlook, but must not 
be ignored. For both their sake 
and ours, a re-testing of their basic 
driving abilities must be required.
Last Friday, president-elect Donald 
Trump said in a telephone interview 
with the New York Times that 
fi nancing a border wall with taxpayer 
money would allow the work to begin 
more quickly, but he insisted that 
Mexico “would ultimately reimburse 
the United States” for its construction. 
Not only does this statement spark 
concern that the massive cost of 
the wall ($5-10 billion by Trump’s 
estimate, $15-25 billion by actual 
experts) could fall on the American 
taxpayer, but it also raises questions 
regarding the president-elect’s ability 
to fulfi ll one of his central promises to 
the American public.
This statement by Trump should 
worry all Americans, not just the anti-
Trump crowd, but fi scal conservatives 
and, yes, even Trump supporters. 
A f ter a l l ,  the wal l was possibly 
Trump’s most durable campaign 
promise, a central aspect of his 
political persona. Not just that the 
wall would be built, but that it would 
be paid for by Mexico. So revered was 
this promise that it became a chant in 
nearly all of his rallies. Now, that pipe 
dream seems to be slipping away.
Unsurprisingly, Mexico stated back 
in November that it would not pay 
for the wall. This was to be expected, 
and even the Trump team had drawn 
up plans on how to deal with this. 
However, such plans have h it a 
roadblock, and a surprising one at 
that.
On Dec. 5, House majority leader 
Republican Kevin McCarthy said, 
“I think [rewriting the tax code is] 
a better way of solving the problem 
than getting into a trade war with a 
35 percent tariff.” Imposing tariffs, 
an essential part of Trump’s plan to 
“leverage” Mexico into paying for 
the wall, now runs the risk of being 
dead on arrival in the House of 
Representatives.
Of course, there are ways around 
Congress for Trump and his tariffs. 
Laws currently in place might allow 
him to legalese his plan into action; 
however, this maneuvering might cost 
him with both the mainstream GOP 
(a group still not too fond of him) 
and the general public (his transition 
favorability ratings are already the 
worst in decades). If he was to take 
this approach, he could be mired in 
long-running legal battles over the 
constitutionality of his workaround, 
something that would likely worsen 
h is a l ready tenuous posit ion as 
POTUS.
With that in mind, Trump has a 
choice to make, and it appears he’s 
already made it. In order to fulfi ll at 
least part of his promise in his 90-
day plan, the initial burden of the 
wall will be carried by the taxpayer. 
This, however, puts him in dangerous 
waters. By rushing the funding for the 
wall by avoiding Mexico until later, 
he runs the risk of totally neutering 
any at tempt to pass tar if f s in a 
seemingly uncooperative Congress. 
Furthermore, the inevitable cost 
overruns from the original plan will 
be particularly poignant, especially 
as they fall on the American people 
directly. If anything, Trump has 
given Mexico yet another reason not 
to play ball. If his promise of Mexican 
concessions falls through, Trump 
could be in hot water with both 
Congress and the American people, 
and Mexico may simply be able to wait 
him out.
A failure by Trump to materialize 
h is most cent ra l promise could 
potentially turn even his allies against 
him, reducing his polit ical image 
from tarnished to destroyed. The 
immediate consequences would be 
devastating, bringing doubt into his 
ability to push forward any of his 
other promises. On Jan. 20, Trump 
will have to fully face a crisis of his 
own making, his fi rst as president, and 
likely not his last.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 
300 words. Students must include 
their full name, major and year. Faculty 
and staff must include their full name, 
position and department. Community 
members must include their full name 
and applicable job tit le. Verif iable 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify a 
statement of fact, your letter will not be 
published until the writer implements 
necessary  changes or  prov ides 
reputable sources for any facts in 
question. Letters are edited for clarity, 
style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
Nick 
Sembrat
Fourth-year 
international 
business and 
economics 
student
Keep an 
eye on 
Congress
Prison labor unethical, 
should be abolished
Linden 
Atelsek
Third-year 
psychology 
student
“Th e desire to punish 
prisoners for their 
crimes has overtaken 
what we know is 
right, and the profi t 
we make off  of them 
is clouding our 
ability to see it.”
After the events of the campaign 
and the result of the presidential 
election, it would be easy to place all 
of our scrutiny on Donald Trump. 
His opinions have been controversial, 
and his appointments for government 
positions have been the subject of 
endless news coverage. While it is 
important for us to hold our executive 
branch to the highest standard, it 
is equally important to keep an eye 
on every level of government. As an 
electorate, we have to exercise our 
power and infl uence to make certain 
that our representatives act in our 
best interests.
At the beginning of the year, House 
Republicans shocked the Capital 
by announcing plans to scrap an 
independent oversight committee 
and instead allowing the lawmakers 
to police their own actions, a move 
that prompted bewilderment and 
out rage af ter an elect ion where 
a key issue of the presidential race 
was the corruption of government 
offi cials. The backlash from this news 
caused the Republicans to abandon 
their plans to strip the Off ice of 
Congressional Ethics of its power. 
Trump himself spoke out on the 
matter on Twitter, stressing that 
healthcare and tax reform should be 
of greater importance.
The result was a great victory for 
ethics watchdogs, but rhetoric from 
Trump and the crafters of this plan 
seem to indicate that this move has 
only been shelved for a later date. 
This week must be set as a lesson 
to A mericans that we st i l l  have 
inf luence in our government. It is 
up to us to keep our representatives 
a c c ou nt ab le  f o r  t he i r  a c t io n s 
and ensure that oversight of the 
government is kept in place. If we 
allow congressional representatives to 
take the responsibility of managing 
the ethics in Washington, it will only 
increase the likelihood of impropriety 
in al l levels of government. It is 
diffi cult, but we have to realize that 
we are the government’s watchers. 
Our congressmen and senators must 
represent more than just their own 
self-interest.
Government offi cials should never 
have free reign to do as they please in 
a country that holds itself up as the 
leader of the free world. If we want to 
be an example for the world to follow, 
then having congressional oversight is 
the very least that we can do.
With logistics for building the 
president-elect’s wall looking as 
murky as they ever have, plan after 
plan is being fl oated for how it could 
possibly be funded and completed. 
Trump’s latest is that we’ll fund it 
and Mexico will reimburse us for 
the cost — a plan that essentially 
has the same internal logic as 
putting a line of duct tape down 
the middle of your dorm room and 
then asking your roommate to pay 
you back for the tape and all the 
time you spent sticking it to the 
fl oor. But one of the more plausible 
plans that could be used to cut 
down on work costs was proposed 
by a sheriff from Massachusetts: 
Simply put, we should use prison 
labor from inmates around the 
country to build the great Mexican 
border wall.
This is a plan that politicians 
on both sides of the aisle could 
probably get beh ind, because 
few pol it ic ia ns  of  a ny  s t r ipe 
bother to care about pr isoner 
welfare, particularly when lower 
infrastructure costs are at stake. 
Penal labor is a tradition in this 
countr y — going back a lmost 
to  t he  daw n of  ou r  cou nt r y, 
prisoners have been enlisted to 
make products from military gear 
to campus furniture to Victoria’s 
Secret lingerie and perform jobs 
like maintaining roads, providing 
janitorial services at government 
buildings and picking crops. It is 
one of the last acceptable forms 
of slave labor in our countr y, 
enshr ined in law by t he 13t h 
Amendment, which ended slavery 
“except as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted.”
On average across the U.S., a 
prison laborer earns less than a 
dollar an hour because when they 
are doing non-industry work, the 
minimum wage does not apply 
to them. This average, 93 cents 
an hour, includes states such as 
Texas, Georgia and Arkansas, who 
don’t pay their inmate laborers at 
all. And out of that 93 cents an 
hour, a signifi cant part doesn’t go 
to the inmate. In South Carolina, 
like in most other states, inmates’ 
salaries are chipped into for rent 
at  t he pr i son,  t a xes ,  v ic t im’s 
compensation and any outside fees 
they may have to pay — like child 
support or court fees. At the end of 
the day, even prisoners who don’t 
live in Texas, Georgia and Arkansas 
can be left with little to nothing to 
show for a hard day’s work.
But what does that matter? It’s 
not like they’re out in the rat race 
with the rest of us, struggling to 
stay ahead of rent and grocery 
costs. They’re getting job training, 
and what do they have to spend 
money on anyway?
The truth is that, while working 
in prison does probably help reduce 
recidivism by teaching job skills 
that can be used after an inmate 
is released, that benefi t is equally 
served in a system where prisoners 
are adequately compensated for 
their work. Not to mention that 
inmates can and do have to use 
money even behind bars — for 
t h ings  l i ke  per sona l  hyg iene 
product s ,  telephone ca l ls  and 
food to supplement notoriously 
poor and sometimes inadequate 
prison fare — and they certainly 
have to use money after they get 
out. Unfortunately, with a 93-
cent average hourly wage, most 
of which goes every where but 
their pockets, many prisoners may 
find themselves out on the street 
at the end of their sentence with 
not a dollar to their name, and all 
that job training fails to fi ll their 
immediate needs, putting them in 
a place that isn’t much different 
from inmates who don’t get that job 
training.
To some minds, however, keeping 
our roads maintained and building 
our walls is the least they can do to 
pay off their debt to society. When 
you say “slavery” in America, many 
people jump immediately to the 
injustices in our country’s history: 
That white America considered 
it acceptable to own black people 
is far enough away f rom us to 
seem aberrant. Even people who 
don’t acknowledge the lingering 
aftereffects of that practice can 
clearly see that profiting off the 
forced labor of people who were 
systematically abused and held as 
a permanent lower class of society 
was wrong. But we’re too close to 
the issue now — penal labor has 
been too normal for too long — to 
see that using workers who have 
no choice in the matter to perform 
menial jobs in conditions that are 
often hazardous or unhealthy with 
litt le compensation is wrong as 
well.
That injust ice, as with every 
injustice suffered by prisoners in 
this country, is compounded by the 
fact that our prison population is 
mostly composed of people of color 
and those suffering from mental 
i l lness. Building our country’s 
infrastructure on the backs of 
inmates helps to keep groups of 
already marginalized people down 
for good — keeping them and their 
families in dire fi nancial straits as a 
cost-cutting measure on anything, 
whether it ’s mending potholes 
or building a thousand feet of 
unnecessary wall on the Mexican 
border, is cruel and greedy. And, 
aside from that, it’s a situat ion 
prisoners can’t escape from on their 
own.
A s  w it h  most  t h i ng s  i n  a n 
inmate’s life, they have to rely on 
the goodwill of others for change 
— in September, inmates across 
the country began striking as a 
call to end prison slavery, but were 
largely ignored by the media. A few 
organizations noticed the strike on 
Sept. 9, when it started. It lasted 
for at least two months, as per the 
latest story about it — from CNN 
on Oct. 31. But at the time that 
article was published, the strike 
appeared to be ongoing. And it 
could still be ongoing. We would 
have no idea, because the media 
at large apparent ly ex hausted 
themselves telling us about it on 
Sept. 9 and stopped even making 
the passing attempt to inform the 
public in late October.
More than that, though, inmates 
must rely on t he goodwi l l  of 
lawmakers and the general public 
— and in that arena, they face the 
same uphill battle any prisoners’ 
rights movement does. Prisoners 
are unsympathetic characters and 
we’re consequently disinclined to 
care about their rights.
Slavery isn’t behind us yet by 
any stretch of the imagination, 
especially since we continue to 
use forced, unpaid labor, primarily 
performed by people of color who 
have no viable avenue to protest 
their exploitation. The desire to 
punish prisoners for their crimes 
has overtaken what we know is 
right, and the profit we make off 
of them is clouding our ability to 
see it.
We like to think of ourselves as 
a moral nation. If we want to make 
that a reality we have to end the 
practice of prison labor — not use 
it to fulfi ll campaign promises.
Best Movie: “Rogue One: A 
Star Wars Story”
Donnie Yen as Chirrut Imwe 
in the film “Rogue One: A Star 
Wars Story.” (Jonathan Olley/
Lucasfi lm Ltd.)
2016 was an odd year for 
movies. Ticket sa les soared 
for summertime blockbuster 
hopefuls like “Sausage Party” 
and Pixar’s “Finding Dory,” 
while DC Comics projects like 
“Batman v. Superman: Dawn of 
Justice” and “Suicide Squad” left 
fans dissatisfi ed. One movie that 
lived up to its hype, however, was 
Lucasfi lm’s “Rogue One: A Star 
Wars Story.” For many longtime 
Star Wars fans, the fi lm marked 
the next step in the Star Wars 
universal expansion, as it was 
the pilot for a series of upcoming 
anthology films outside of the 
original saga.
Overall, the movie excelled 
in the realms of world-building 
and character relations, as it was 
able to afford an even greater 
level of depth to complement 
the original few movies, which 
are now well over three decades 
old. “Rogue One” follows Jyn 
Erso (Felicity Jones), Cassian 
Andor (Diego Luna), and their 
droid (Alan Tudyk) as they are 
each faced with the challenges 
of an evolving Galactic Empire 
under new dark-side rule. The 
story works to fill in the gaps 
between the third and fourth 
mov ies ,  and feat ures many 
cameos by character favorites 
l i ke  Pr inces s  Leia  Orga na 
(Carrie Fisher) and the notorious 
Darth Vader (voiced by James 
Earl Jones). And yet, despite all 
of this familiarity for the viewer, 
the story maintains a sense of 
nuance and relevance about it 
that underscores what Star Wars 
is really all about: the tides of 
good and evil are always warring, 
folding in on themselves and 
starting over. In this, there exists 
an underlying force that really 
brings any and all of the Star 
Wars stories together. And as 
one character in the fi lm states 
quite candidly, “All is as the 
Force wills it.”
—Write-up by Jonathan 
Franklin
Best TV Show: “Stranger 
Things”
A scene from “Stranger Things.” 
(Curtis Baker/Netfl ix/TNS)
Relea sed  i n  t he  su m mer 
of 2016, “Stranger Things” 
instantly stole the hearts of its 
viewers, offering a unique twist 
to modern mystery and sci-f i 
television. Although the first 
season only had eight episodes, 
each was f i l led with intense 
action that kept viewers on their 
toes. Among the thrilling scenes 
and strange trips into “the upside 
down” there was wit and humor 
to lighten the mood, creating a 
nice balance between thrilling 
and slower scenes. Everyone fell 
in love with the classic ‘80s style 
and the bond created among 
t he ma in charac ters  M ike, 
Lucas, Dustin and Eleven as 
they searched for their missing 
friend, Will Byers. The season 
ended with a cliff hanger that 
rivals many other shows of its 
kind, leaving viewers craving 
more. For all those die-hard fans 
out there, don’t worry because 
season two is said to be released 
sometime in the summer of 2017.
—Write-up by Hailey Covell
Best Album: “Lemonade” 
by Beyoncé
2016 was a good year for 
music, if nothing else. It was a 
year of Drake and Bon Iver. The 
1975 was incredible, Chance the 
Rapper released his music for free 
and we all tried to pretend like 
we didn’t dance like fools in our 
With the country in political and social turmoil, 
it is no wonder that “La La Land’s” dreamy charm 
is capturing audience’s hearts everywhere.
One lyric, sung by Emma Stone as Mia Dolan 
and featured in the film’s trailer, reverberates 
throughout the musical. “Here’s to the ones who 
dream, foolish as they may seem,” Stone sings.
“La La Land” is nostalgic and wholesome. 
It makes a toast to fearless dreamers and the 
relentless pursuit of happiness.
Its nostalgia can be found at every turn of the 
fi lm, in the biggest and smallest of details. The 
soundtrack is a tribute to the jazz music that Ryan 
Gosling’s character, Sebastian, dreams to save. 
The choreography mirrors classic musicals such 
as “West Side Story.” Even the set across from the 
coffee shop where Mia works was, as mentioned in 
the fi lm, a part of the set of “Casablanca.”
The development of the fi lm is rich in history 
as well. In an interview, Gosling remarks that the 
room where the orchestra scored the fi lm was the 
same room where they scored “The Wizard of 
Oz.”
Rooting this musical in rich f i lm history 
establishes the importance of the past on our 
ability to continue to create art. For Sebastian, 
jazz is his muse, saving it is his goal and opening 
a jazz club is his means to that end. In real life, it 
is the musical that is being saved and modernized.
Although the nostalgia in “La La Land” is 
apparent, the film sets new standards for the 
modern musical as well. The musical’s appeal 
is wide-reaching because it identifies with the 
ordinary man.
People from all walks of life can identify with 
the trials and tribulations of having a dream and 
the courage to pursue it. Both Mia and Sebastian 
struggle with the hardships of fi ghting for what 
they want, and they both consider settling for 
something easier and more comfortable, although 
mundane. Their perseverance beyond this, into 
the uncomfortable and uncertain, is an inspiration 
and a reminder to anyone to make sure you love 
what you are doing.
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“La La Land”
Release Date: Dec. 25
Director: Damien Chazele
Duration: 2 hours 8 minutes
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Superheroes are absurdly 
p opu l a r.  Nob o d y  cou ld 
have guessed that one day 
everyone’s mom would be 
nearly as excited as her kids 
to see an Avengers movie, 
and anyone who says that 
they guessed that is probably 
lying. However, while high-
budget superhero films are 
constantly being churned out, 
it is commonly thought that 
between the main two comic 
book companies, Marvel and 
DC, Marvel is the clear leader 
in both fi nancial success and 
quality.
While there was positive 
reception from some sites and 
fans, DC’s two offerings in 
2016, “Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice” and “Suicide 
Squad,” were met with a 
mostly negative response. 
This didn’t stop both films 
from raking in a tremendous 
a mou nt  of  money,  w it h 
“ B a t m a n  v  S u p e r m a n” 
making $166 million in its 
first weekend and “Suicide 
Squad” making $133 million 
(Though it is worth noting 
that the earnings for both 
movies dropped by 69 percent 
and 67 percent respectively 
in their second weekends). 
W hi le t hese f i lms were, 
for the most part, financial 
successes, I fear that if the 
course isn’t corrected in terms 
of quality, DC’s cinematic 
future might begin to look 
b le a k ,  w h ic h  wou ld  b e 
unfortunate, seeing as plans 
have already been made for 
several more movies in the 
DC cinematic universe.
The financial success and 
reception of these fi lms seem 
cars to the Chainsmoker’s “Closer.” 
However, Beyoncé’s “Lemonade” was 
unquestionably the album of the year. 
Beyoncé was musically impressive, 
unsurprisingly, especially in tracks 
like “Formation”, “Hold Up” and 
“Sorry”—all of which became power 
anthems for many women this year. 
But, “Lemonade” was more than just 
another mysterious piece of work 
by Beyoncé (who is Becky with the 
good hair?!) or a few fun songs to 
sing in an Uber. This album sparked 
conversat ion and emphasized the 
importance of identity. In a year that 
felt politically and societally divisive, 
“Lemonade” was empowering and 
t hought provok ing.  Leave it  to 
Beyoncé to create a sense of liberation 
and hope in a year that was particularly 
lacking in both.
—Write-up by Stuart Pennebaker
Best Video Game: “Uncharted 4: 
A Thief’s End”
For years Naughty Dog has been 
one of the most successful and iconic 
game developers  out  t here and 
arguably their biggest claim to fame 
is the “Uncharted” series. This year, 
Naughty Dog not only showed that 
“Uncharted” is just as relevant now 
as it was when the fi rst game released 
in 2007, but also that they are still by 
far the most prized studio under the 
PlayStation umbrella. “Uncharted 
4” pushed Naughty Dog’s story-
telling abilities to new heights with 
incredible voice acting and writing 
coupled with breath-taking set pieces 
and fantastic character development. 
On the gameplay side, “Uncharted 
4” adapted to the times taking the 
best elements of their cr it ica l ly 
acclaimed 2013 game, “The Last 
Of Us,” and other games with more 
complex gameplay mechanics without 
betraying the simple yet graceful and 
cinematic style that the series is known 
for. “Uncharted 4” is an incredible all-
around package, winning numerous 
awards and providing the perfect 
ending to the story they started 
many years ago, should they decide 
to leave “Uncharted” in favor of a 
new IP. Through multiple delays and 
lots of speculation, “Uncharted 4” 
fi nally emerged this year as an iconic, 
emotional and artful game that won’t 
soon be forgotten.
—Write-up by Darby Hallman
The choreography is simple and 
commonplace.  However,  in it s 
execution, the dance pieces are clean 
and together. The musical found 
its footing with a combination of 
elegant ballroom steps and well-
timed and well-rehearsed pedestrian 
moves.
Movie-musicals often cast actors 
as leads, and the vocals can be rough 
or, at least, lacking. However, Stone 
and Gosling stuck to singing songs 
well within their ranges — and they 
sounded good singing them. This 
also is not the fi rst experience that 
either actor has had with singing — 
Stone was performing a live musical, 
“Cabaret,” when she got cast for the 
part, and Gosling was once in a band 
called Dead Man’s Bones.
Although the musical is a tribute 
to all dreamers, its surprisingly 
realistic ending shows that, unlike 
some classic old Hollywood films, 
the protagonist can’t always have it 
all. More likely than not, a dream 
requires certain sacrifices in order 
for it to come true.
A mov ie  l i ke  “La La Land,” 
with such char isma and depth, 
is a rare gem — its Oscar buzz is 
well-deserved. I wouldn’t be at all 
surprised, only excited, if the film 
soon gets restaged for the Broadway 
theaters.
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to exist in contradict ing realit ies, 
and while the naysayers might have 
been loud enough to drown out an 
immensely large fan base that enjoys 
the fi lms, I think it’s more likely that 
the success is a result of the hype that 
was built up around these movies. 
Personally, I was fairly excited to see 
“Batman v Superman,” and it wasn’t 
until I had already coughed up money 
for a theater ticket that I realized I 
didn’t like it. I disliked it so much that 
I skipped out on the theater experience 
of “Suicide Squad” and instead watched 
(most) of it on a plane several months 
later, but there might have been others 
who had more faith that the goofy 
antics of Harley Quinn and the Joker 
would set the train back on the tracks. 
After yet another bad movie, there are 
likely many, like myself, who are rapidly 
losing faith in DC’s ability to create 
iconic and memorable experiences 
like Marvel has been doing on a fairly 
consistent basis since “Iron Man” in 
2008. It feels like DC is trying too hard 
to force and rush towards a cinematic 
universe like Marvel’s, when it would be 
much better for them if they took the 
time to thoughtfully build a connected 
story instead of trying to play “catch 
up.”
This is where “Wonder Woman” 
comes in. “Wonder Woman” is the next 
fi lm on DC’s slate and the last before 
the big multi-hero “Justice League” set 
to release at the end of the year.After 
two consecutive, poorly received fi lms 
and a full year of bad press, I believe 
that this fi lm is close to being a make 
it or break it for the DC cinematic 
universe.
Fortunately, Gal Gadot’s portrayal 
of Wonder Woman in “Batman v 
Superman” is largely considered one of 
the best parts of the fi lm, and the trailer 
released in November looks promising 
(though I once thought the same about 
“Batman v Superman”). Those two 
facts might be enough to draw the 
crowd back for a third time, but I truly 
think that DC is walking on thin ice. 
I am predicting that if this fi lm goes 
down as yet another disappointment, 
we will start to fi nally see DC struggle 
to fi ll the theater seats come November 
when “Justice League” arrives.
What I want for “Wonder Woman” 
and the other DC fi lms is for them to be 
their own stories fi rst and a connected 
universe second. The biggest complaint 
of the Marvel films is that they are 
starting to fall under the same formula 
of periodic one-liners, heroic acts and 
setting up for future connected fi lms. 
DC has the chance to do something 
different — and in some ways better 
— than Marvel, but they have to fix 
the horrible pacing problems that 
dominate “Batman v Superman” and 
“Suicide Squad” and try to slow down 
and focus on making interesting stories 
and character development rather than 
trying to rush through the motions as 
fast as possible. As bad as I think the 
films have been so far, I don’t think 
it’s too late, and if “Wonder Woman” 
manages to keep me enthralled in 
Gadot’s character with a thoughtful 
story and improved pacing, I would be 
happy to jump back on board the DC 
hype train. However, if this turns out 
to be another train wreck, I’ll likely 
skip out on “Justice League” entirely, 
and I don’t think I am alone in that.
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STUDENT SPECIAL: FREE whitening with cleaning
2329 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
(803) 799-3368
jettdental.com Jett Dental
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A New Take on Class
You’ve never seen student housing with amenities like this.
School happens in the classroom. Life happens here. With over 16,000 square feet
of world-class amenities, from the Rooftop Pool to the rejuvenating Resident Spa,
Hub At Columbia takes student housing to a whole new level.
1426 Main Street 
Columbia, SC 29201
Website: http://huboncampus.com/columbia/ 
Email: leasing@HubAtColumbia.com
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone: 803-369-8274
Fax: 888-748-0990
• Rooftop and Indoor Hot Tubs
• Outdoor Fire Pit
• Sand Volleyball Court
• Luxury Living Facilities
• Custom Made Furnishings
• Virtual Golf Simulation
• 2 Tanning Salons
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Indoor Arcade Area
• Columbia’s Only Rooftop Pool
• Sauna and Steam Room
• 20 Ft. Outdoor LED TV Screen
NOW LEASING
RESERVE YOUR NEW APARTMENT 
FOR 2017-2018 TODAY!
12 Monday, January 9, 2017
host and meet your
heroespromot
e free 
speech 
on your
 campus
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Young Americans for Freedom
a project of Young America’s Foundation
join 
now! yaf.org 
1-800-USA-1776
N a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  1 1 4 8 0  C o m m e r c e  P a r k  D r i v e  •  S i x t h  F l o o r  •  R e s t o n ,  V A  2 0 1 9 1 - 1 5 5 6
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bring conserva
tive 
ideas to your c
ampus
make like-minded friends
stand up to political correctness
learn the ideas your 
professors refuse to teach you
learn the principles of free enterprise
be an activist
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
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HOUSING
Room for Rent
FURNISHED ROOM FOR    
RENT: Separate entrance  
with separate bedroom and 
bath, Microwave and 
small refrigerator, Wiﬁ , Quiet 
neighborhood, Utilities, 15 
minutes from USC. Deposit 
required. $400.00 per month. 
Please call 803.360.1666 or 
email dannjo23@yahoo.com
 Mature responsible house  
 sitting roommates/Zoo 
 exit: to watch and take care 
 of house while living there. 
 Owner works out of town. 
 $400. per person: rent/water 
 spacious interior, yard and 
 parking, partially furnished, 
 quiet area.
 Email singrobin2@yahoo.com
EMPLOYMENT
Work Study Oﬃ  ce Assistants:
Are you looking for meaningful 
work experience related to 
your major?  If so, apply 
with SC Voc Rehab!  Duties: 
assisting with admin support 
in HR and Legal & Safety 
Depts near airport as well as 
jobs in our local oﬃ  ces.
Applicants MUST have a work 
study award to be eligible 
for these jobs. Please call 
Cathy Smith @ 896-6553 for 
interview. EOE
www.scvrd.net
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-
867-5018 
OPPORTUNITIES
 WRITE A CHILDREN’S  
 PICTURE BOOK
 Are you from a rural area with  
 its own culture... anywhere in  
 the world? Can you capture 
 the sounds and traditions 
 in a story written in English 
 poetic prose? If you would 
 like to contribute to a series 
 of children’s picture books, 
 contact E Folkerts with a 
 proposal, including location 
 of rural area and sample of 
 writing style.
 Email efolkerts@aol.com
ACROSS
1 Rides for hire
5 Rapids transports
10 Toothed tonsorial 
tool
14 Treaty partner
15 Open courtyards
???????????????????
you mean”
17 Shakespearean 
king
18 “Just handle the 
problem!”
20 Jam session 
jammer
22 Signs of sadness
?????????????????
co-stars
??????????????
27 Some 
motorcycles and 
pianos
?????????????????
pests
????????????
37 __ president
???????????????????
you can find the 
starts of 18-, 
23-, 49- and 
60-Across
42 Mongolian desert
43 No-frills sleeper
44 Fire pit particles
??????????????????
????????????????
???????????????
debut album 
cover
47 Google success
49 Employ stalling 
tactics
55 Pro on camera
59 Like some rays 
outside the visible 
spectrum
60 Take into account
63 Fill fully
64 Qatari ruler
65 British unit of 
length
66 Hall of Famer 
Musial
67 Relaxed gait
68 Old West search 
party
?????????????????
??? ????
DOWN
1 Brings peace to
2 Native Alaskan
3 Having a been-
there-done-that 
attitude
4 War-torn country 
since 2011
5 Goodyear offering
6 “Relax, soldier”
7 Pre-euro Metz 
money
8 Up to, in ads
9 Got a look at
10 Use as a 
reference
11 Workplace 
standards org.
???????????? ????
13 Puts money (on)
19 To-do list entry
21 Envelope fastener
24 Looked at closely
25 Birth certificate 
datum
28 “We Try Harder” 
car rental chain
29 Air conditioner 
setting
30 Suffer from 
overexertion
??? ??????????????
horizon
32 Senior NCO
33 “Oops!”
34 Place for an 
earring
35 Grand-scale 
poem
?????????????????
FDR and DDE
39 Sandy shade
40 Flushed, as 
cheeks
????????????????
??? ??????????
syllables
47 Pays tribute to
48 “My schedule is 
??????????
??? ???????????????
51 Cup for café or 
thé
????????????????????
53 Lead or zinc
54 Blissful regions
???????????????
56 Commando garb
57 Stumble
58 Kiddie lit monster
61 Mischief-maker
??? ?????????????????
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go to
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or download our
app!
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
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or download our
app!
Exclusive content at:
gandbmagazine.com
Aries 
Find a peaceful spot to 
write. Seek out private 
t ra nqu i l it y,  to  avoid 
irritating distractions. 
Research to elaborate 
your point. Don’t share 
unfinished work. Polish 
fi rst.
Taurus 
Comparison shopping 
can save signif icantly. 
Compute expenses to 
keep your budget. Avoid 
over-spending for one 
less arg ument . Don’t 
get rushed into buying 
anything.
Gemini 
Keep your promises 
a n d  d r e s s  s h a r p l y 
f o r  t h e  c a m e r a s . 
Avoid cont roversy or 
confrontation, especially 
w i t h  s o m e o n e  w h o 
outranks you. Take time 
for personal projects.
Cancer 
Finish organizational 
tasks in private. Consider 
a dream. Avoid stirring up 
jealousies. List potential 
costs and income. False 
hopes get shattered. Have 
a backup plan.
Leo 
Support your team 
t h rough  c h ao s  a nd 
c o n f u s i o n .  L i s t e n 
and empathize. Wait 
to see what develops. 
Circumstances are in a 
state of fl ux. Prepare to 
revise plans.
Virgo 
Avoid risky business, 
and keep your credit 
cards locked up. Don’t 
provoke someone with 
a short temper. Focus 
on the job at hand.
Libra 
Advance if the road 
looks clear. Don’t fall 
for a hoax. If t raf f ic 
back s  up ,  s top  a nd 
ex p lore .  A  f le x ib le 
at t itude goes a long 
way.
Scorpio 
A v o i d  f i n a n c i a l 
d i s a g r e e m e n t s  b y 
keeping tabs on the 
budget. Don’t spend 
if you don’t need to. 
Teach a lesson about 
wait ing. Save for the 
highest quality.
Sagittarius 
Comprom ise  w it h 
your partner. Restraint 
serves you well. Guard 
against overindulging. 
Tempers fl are with little 
provocat ion, so treat 
each other gently. Listen 
more than you speak.
Capricorn 
P a s s i o n  p r o j e c t s 
c omp et e  w it h  you r 
reg u lar work . Don’t 
gamble or take risks. 
Keep th ings simple, 
de s p i t e  a  t e nde nc y 
toward complications. 
Maintain a respectful 
tone.
Aquarius 
N e w  e v i d e n c e 
threatens complacency. 
Fantasy clashes with 
reality. Get the word 
out. Use your skills and 
talents for a cause close 
to your heart.
Pisces 
Home relocation or 
remodel ing has your 
focus. Hunt for the best 
deal. Have faith. You 
can do this. Don’t get 
distracted by old fears.
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Student Health Services
University of South Carolina
fall/spring
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M-F 2-8 p.m. Sundays
Learn more about our 
services & programs:
www.sa.sc.edu/shs
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
Find us on Facebook & Twitter for the  
latest information & events!facebook.com/UofSCshs twitter.com/UofSCshs
Eat Healthier
Schedule an appointment with a nutritionist  
(803-777-3175 or www.sc.edu/myhealthspace) to 
create a personalized nutrition plan, stop by the 
farmers market or attend a cooking class.
Improve Physical Fitness
Schedule an appointment with wellness staff  
(803-576-9393) for a ﬁtness assessment to learn the 
best way to exercise for your body.
Have Safer Sex
Schedule an appointment with the sexual health 
office (803-777-1835) to get tested for STD/STIs and 
HIV, pick up some safer sex supplies or talk about 
birth control options.
 Feel Less Stressed
 Schedule an appointment with wellness staff  
 (803-576-9393) for a 1-on-1 stress    
 management consultation or stop by a Pet a  
 Pup event.
 Quit Smoking
 Schedule an appointment (803-576-9393) to  
 learn about the resources available to help you.
 Be an Active
 
 Become an active bystander through Stand  
 Up Carolina training and Suicide Prevention  
 Gatekeeper training.
Thomson Student Health Center 
1409 Devine St, Columbia, SC 
29208 
803-777-3175
Let us help you keep your 2017 resolutions!
HOURS
breaks/summer
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F
Volunteer
Consider being a Changing Carolina Peer Leader. (sa.sc.edu/shs/peerhealth)
Community Member
But moving forward, what k ind 
of silver lining could be found in 
yet another championship for Nick 
Saban and Alabama? For years, fans 
and pundits have bemoaned the gap 
between the SEC East and the superior 
competition in the SEC West. But 
if anything has become clear during 
the Tide’s 26-game winning streak, it 
is that the gap simply exists between 
Alabama and the SEC — period.
The narrative of a lack of a No. 2 
team behind Alabama was persistent 
a l l  season. No other SEC team 
qualified for a New Year’s Six bowl, 
and no one was really even in the 
conversation to do so.
A l m o s t  c o u n t e r i n t u i t i v e l y, 
A l ab a m a’s  i nv i nc ib i l i t y  c ou ld 
potentially work to South Carolina’s 
favor.  Based on geography and 
pedigree, the Gamecocks rarely go 
head-to-head with Alabama in the 
recruiting ring. But Alabama often 
does compete for recruits on the same 
stage as other teams in the SEC East 
like Florida, Tennessee and Georgia. 
It is defi nitely in South Carolina’s best 
interest for those teams that appear 
annually on their schedule to have less 
talent on their roster.
To a certain extent, the Gamecocks 
have already enjoyed the fruits of 
Alabama’s domination. The fact that 
South Carolina retained a sliver of 
hope of competing for an SEC East 
title for as long as they did should be 
attributed to the depleted talent in 
their division more than it should be to 
their midseason winning streak.
It can be hard to admit for South 
Carolina fans at times, but Clemson 
has already arrived as one of the 
premier programs in the country, 
and Dabo Sweeney has earned his 
reputation as one of its elite coaches. 
Regardless of the outcome of this 
game, that doesn’t really change. But 
if the Tigers defeat Goliath? Well then 
they will fi rmly establish their position 
along with Alabama at the top the 
college football world. And Clemson 
does compete with South Carolina for 
recruits. Quite often, actually.
But you probably d idn’t  need 
another reason to root against a team 
you were trained to hate from the 
moment you walked on campus.
CFPPAGE15
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Column: Alabama title 
benefits Gamecocks
USC mourns loss 
of ‘First Lady’ of 
Gamecock athletics
Column: 2016 football season 
should be quantified as success
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI1
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBNI1
Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO
Carol ina fans ever y where are mourn ing t he 
Wednesday passing of Emily Sue Dawson White, 
longtime administrative assistant to the athletic director 
and a dedicated Gamecocks fanatic. White was 78 years 
old. 
A USC alum, White came to work for the South 
Carolina Athletic Department in January 1967 (Note 
4) under then-Athletics Director Paul Dietzel, who 
coached the Gamecocks football team from 1966 to 
1974. Through her retirement in 2012, White worked 
with nine USC athletic directors in a career spanning six 
decades and seven national titles in three sports. 
In June 2012, the South Carolina State Senate adopted 
a resolution commending White for “forty-five years 
of outstanding and self less service to the University 
of South Carolina Athletics Department and for her 
undying devotion to Gamecock sports.” 
Outside the offi ce White was a passionate supporter of 
Gamecock athletics, being named the 2010-11 Fan of the 
Year by the Lexington County Gamecock Club. She was 
preceded in death by Owens Lamar White, her husband 
of nearly 45 years. 
“Emily loved the Gamecocks and displayed her 
devotion and support to Gamecock sports for many, 
many years,” Athletic Director Ray Tanner told The 
State last week. “She was the backbone of the department 
and will be missed greatly by everyone whose lives she 
touched.” 
White’s funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Tuesday 
at Mount Tabor Lutheran Church in West Columbia. 
The extreme level of ambiguity 
towards defining success in college 
football is unique to the sport. That 
ambiguity is ingrained in the game’s 
origins. It is part of its beauty. It is also 
confounding.
The myst ique surrounding the 
subject resonates back to the fact 
that, throughout its history, college 
football did not recognize a national 
champion, instead delegating that 
responsibility to various publications. 
Most years only one team can claim 
a title, but there are years when two, 
three and even four teams can claim 
the d ist inct ion. Thankf u l ly,  we 
have a national championship game 
now, courtesy of the BCS and now 
the College Football Playoff. But 
the history of the sport left a trail of 
mythical national champions. As long 
as there has been college football, 
there has been a multitude of ways of 
determining success.
In the confinement of a singular 
season, the success of a team can 
be defined by achieving a winning 
season, earning a spot in a New 
Year’s Six bowl, reaching a conference 
championship, winning a rivalry game 
and, of course, winning a title.
South Carolina did none of those 
things in 2016.
And still, it’s hard not to classify this 
past season as a success, at least from 
my perspective.
Before the season started, I wrote 
about a potential roadmap for this 
program’s rebuild after they won just 
one SEC game in 2015. I examined the 
rebuilding models that other teams 
in the SEC followed, and the trait 
that most successful teams shared is 
that they were able to develop some 
type of identity in their rebuilding 
years. They might not have achieved 
winning seasons immediately, but 
they used their losing seasons to really 
study their roster inside and out.
The Gamecocks did that in 2016. 
They saw what their offense looked 
like with Perry Orth under center, 
with Brandon McIlwain under center 
and finally with Jake Bentley under 
center. With Bentley, it looked pretty 
good. Not always dynamic, but pretty 
good — especially with a healthy 
Deebo Samuel and Rico Dowdle to 
supplement Bentley’s skill set. In South 
Carolina’s overtime loss to South 
Florida in the Birmingham Bowl, 
every single yard from scrimmage the 
Gamecocks gained was accounted for 
by a sophomore or freshman.
Trusting their youth really paid 
off. The Gamecocks didn’t have a 
quarterback of the future heading into 
the season and they didn’t appear to 
have a running back ready to handle 
the majority of their carries. They 
have both of those things now. Their 
receiving corps lacked any resemblance 
of certainty behind Deebo Samuel, but 
Bryan Edwards emerged as a really 
strong vertical threat, compiling 590 
yards as a freshman. Kurt Roper and 
Bryan McClendon helped transform 
a 23-year-old former minor league 
baseball player into a tight-end that set 
a program record for receptions at his 
position. 
The offense’s identity has emerged 
with its young nucleus of talent. The 
only real lingering question mark on 
that side of the ball is the offensive 
line. The defense wore down, no 
question, but the unit did excel in the 
red-zone. In particularly the secondary 
and linebacking corps overachieved 
their preseason expectations.
When writ ing our football tab 
next fall, you won’t find the words 
“uncertainty” and “inexperience” in 
every other paragraph of our positional 
previews. You probably won’t even fi nd 
an article about rebuilding, you might 
fi nd one about competing instead.
Yes, the Gamecocks reached a 
bowl game, which was unexpected — 
especially given the slow start. That 
doesn’t quantify the season as a success 
for me on its own merit, although 
the near-comeback the Gamecocks 
staged was definitely encouraging. 
The progression of the team’s identity 
— and the creativity Will Muschamp 
and his staff expressed to nurture that 
identity — that makes the season for 
me.
La s t l y,  I  wa nt  to  t h a n k  ou r 
readership for making it possible for 
our staff to cover this team and this 
season. I want to congratulate the 
players, the administration and the 
fans on a very successful 2016 season.
File Photo: Adam Collinsm / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Running back Rico Dowdle paired with Jake Bentley and Bryan Edwards to give South Carolina the nucleus of a talented young offense. 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  f a n s 
watch ing t he CFP have a 
choice. They can root for 
their eternal rival, or they can 
root for a program that has 
a complete stranglehold over 
their entire conference. Both 
are overwhelmingly enticing 
opt ions.  Don’t  curb your 
enthusiasm.
For  t he  m ajor it y  of 
the population of college 
football fans, there are very 
few strings of words that can 
be uttered more cringe-worthy 
than “Roll Tide!”
Like the New York Yankees, 
Dallas Cowboys, New England 
Patriots and other profoundly 
disliked teams outside of their 
immediate  fan bases ,  t he 
annoyance expressed toward 
the Tide is rooted in their 
continuous level of success.
At the same time, there will 
undoubtedly be some fans 
who claim a small share of 
Alabama’s potential title under 
the umbrella of SEC pride. 
Don’t be one of those fans.
C L E M S O N  v .  A L A B A M A
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Most Outstanding Athlete: 
Savannah McCaskill – Women’s 
Soccer
After being named the SEC Offensive Player of the 
Year and also a fi nalist for the Honda Sport Award 
for women’s soccer, it is only fi tting that McCaskill’s 
magical 2016 season should end with yet another 
honor. McCaskill broke single-season records for 
goals, points and game-winning goals and was the 
driving force in a South Carolina team that went 
17-0-1 during the regular season. 
Honorable Mentions: A’ja Wilson — Women’s 
Basketball, Julia Vincent — Swimming & Diving
Most Outstanding Professional: 
Jackie Bradley Jr. (2009-2011) 
– Boston Red Sox 
One of the most iconic players is the history of 
South Carolina baseball, Bradley finally evolved 
into the MLB All-Star that he fl ashed the potential 
of becoming while in Columbia. Bradley’s 2016 
campaign was highlighted by a 29-game hitting 
streak, the longest in the majors last season. The 2010 
College World Series MVP hit a career-best 26 home 
runs and played stellar defense for the Red Sox. 
Honorable Mentions: Natasha Hastings — Sprinter 
for USA Track and Field; Jadeveon Clowney —
Houston Texans
Most Impressive Freshman: 
Jake Bentley – Football
Bentley was not the only freshman to make an 
impact on the gridiron for the Gamecocks this 
season, but his fi rst start did coincide with a major 
turning point in South Carolina’s season. Bentley 
helped transform one of the worst scoring offenses in 
the country before his arrival and led the Gamecocks 
to a bowl game after they started the season 2-4. In six 
games without Bentley under center the Gamecocks 
averaged just 14 points per game. After his fi rst start 
against Massachusetts they averaged 26.6 points per 
game. 
Honorable Ment ion: Mikayla Krzeczowski — 
Women’s Soccer, Braden Webb — Baseball 
Most Improved Athlete:  PJ 
Dozier – Men’s Basketball
Full disclosure, the longterm evolution of Dozier’s 
talent has long been a point of contention among 
the members of The Daily Gamecock’s sports desk 
since he arrived at South Carolina. Dozier’s improved 
effi ciency as a shooter, drastic reduction in turnovers 
and demonstrated leadership in the absence of senior 
guard Sindarius Thornwell have all but subsided that 
debate. 
A fi ve-star recruit and Columbia native, Dozier’s 
raw talent was recognized by the program early on, 
but as a freshman he didn’t make the immediate 
impact that many fans expected. This season he has 
better employed his physicality on the perimeter 
to find open shots, and also has been significantly 
better at the free-throw line. Through 15 games he 
is averaging 15.4 points per game, up from a 6.7 last 
season. 
Honorable Mentions: Alex Destino — Baseball; 
Kaleigh Kurtz — Women’s Soccer 
Coach of the Year: Shelley Smith 
– Women’s Soccer
With Smith at the helm, the Gamecocks were 
unbeaten in the regular season and amassed a school 
record 21 wins including the postseason. Like many 
of her players, Smith was recognized for her efforts 
and was named the SEC Coach of the Year. 
Lauren Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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It’s a new year and a new semester at USC.
We’ve largely accepted that 2016 was a really, really bad year. 
It was a bad year for politics, celebrity deaths and a bad year for 
journalism. And as I’m coming into the editor-in-chief job, it’s all a 
little daunting. How do I adapt?
So this semester, my goal is to focus on what journalism and The 
Daily Gamecock is all about. Journalism is about community, about 
providing a collective service and giving the people a voice. So 
we’ll be doing more to hear from you — student polls, social media 
engagement, collaborations. If you think we should be covering 
something, let us know. If you have a problem with something on 
campus, write a letter to the editor (I guess that’s me). Or you could 
just tweet at us. And if you think you could do something better, then 
join us. Interest meetings start this week.
We’ll also be trying harder than ever to provide the kinds of 
content you want — live coverage of sporting events, profiles of 
Student Government candidates, local concert reviews and more. In 
this special semester preview issue, you can fi nd everything you need 
to fi ll out your calendar for the next few months.
And whether this is your fi rst semester or your last, I hope The 
Daily Gamecock will be a part of it. See you at the other side.
Larissa Johnson
Editor-in-Chief
As last year’s legislative 
session came to a close, 
me mb er s  o f  t he  S out h 
Carolina General Assembly 
pre-filed 556 bills for 2017. 
W it h  t he  122nd  S out h 
Carolina General Assembly 
set to convene for the first 
time Tuesday morning, here 
are three pre-filed bills to 
keep an eye on in the coming 
months.
1.  H B  3012  —  T he 
“bathroom bill”
Only days af ter North 
Carol ina’s  cont roversia l 
H B  2  b e c a me  l aw  l a s t 
March,  Sen.  Lee Br ight 
(R-Spartanburg) introduced 
S 1203 on the f loor of the 
South Carolina State Senate. 
T he  b i l l ,  wh ich  Br ight 
admitted was modeled on 
HB 2, would have prevented 
local governments in South 
Carolina from passing anti-
discrimination ordinances 
regarding the use of public 
b at h ro om s  b y  L GB T Q 
individuals. 
S  1203  f a i le d  i n  l a t e 
Apri l ,  weeks af ter Gov. 
Nikki Haley said the bill 
wa s  u n ne ce s s a r y  g i ven 
a lack of complaints from 
around the state regarding 
t ra nsgender  ind iv idua l s 
using publ ic bathrooms. 
Bright announced his intent 
to refi le the bill in the 2017 
leg is lat ive  ses s ion ,  but 
lost his re-election bid in 
November. 
H o w e v e r ,  a  p a i r  o f 
Upstate law makers kept 
Br ight ’s  proposa l  a l ive . 
Sponsored by Rep. Steven 
Long (R-Boiling Springs) 
and Rep. Josiah Magnuson 
(R-Campobello), HB 3012 
was referred to the House 
Commit tee on Judic iar y 
on Dec. 15. With passage, 
t he  bi l l  wou ld  proh ibit 
government regulations to 
“require a place of public 
accommodat ion,  pr ivate 
club, or other establishment 
to a l low a person to use 
a  m u l t i p l e  o c c u p a n c y 
b at h r o om  or  c h a n g i n g 
faci l it y regardless of the 
person’s biological sex.”  The 
bi l l  def ines 
“ b io log i c a l 
sex” as “the 
p h y s i c a l 
condit ion of 
being male or 
female, which 
is stated on a 
person’s birth 
certifi cate.” 
Long says 
his foremost 
i n t e n t  i n 
f i l i n g  t h e 
b i l l  i s  t o 
protect small 
b u s i n e s s e s 
a rou nd  t he 
s t a t e  f r o m 
government 
overreach. 
Like S 1203, HB 3012 
would prevent new non-
discrimination ordinances 
regarding bathroom use so 
that “[a] local government 
or municipal it y or some 
ot her  ent i t y  cou ld  not 
force a business owner to 
do  somet h i ng  d i f ferent 
than what they wanted to 
do,” Long told WLTX last 
month.
2. HB 3090 — Salary 
i n c r e a s e  f o r  S . C . 
lawmakers
Filed to House Committee 
on Judiciary, Rep. John King 
( D-York)  sponsored HB 
3090 seeking a significant 
i ncrea se  i n  t he  sa la r ie s 
of  Sout h Carol ina st ate 
lawmakers. 
At present, members of 
both houses of the South 
Carolina General Assembly 
a re  pa id  a  per  d iem of 
$10,400 annually. On top 
of the per diem, members 
receive a $12,000 in-district 
expense account for their 
time away from Columbia, 
as well as assorted stipends 
for hotel accommodations, 
mileage, and food. 
W it h  H B 3090,  K i ng 
requests an increase of the 
per diem from $10,400 to 
$42,830. If the bill passes, 
a  r e f e r e n d u m  w i l l  b e 
conducted a longside the 
2018 state general election. 
K ing sa id h is  g reatest 
concern with the current per 
diem is that it discourages 
p ro s p e c t i ve  l aw m a k er s 
f rom running for of f ice. 
The State Assembly meets 
from January to early June, 
keeping state senators and 
representatives out of their 
home districts for half the 
year and most, like King, a 
funeral home director , away 
from their day jobs.
“This is not about John 
King,” King told The State 
last month. “I’m thinking 
about people who would 
follow me, who would love 
t o  r u n  f o r 
offi ce.” 
In the text 
of  t he  b i l l , 
K ing noted 
that the per 
diem allowed 
u n d e r 
t h e  s t a t e 
const itut ion 
h a s  s t a y e d 
d o r m a n t 
s i nce  1990, 
when it was 
i n c r e a s e d 
from $10,000 
to the current 
$10,400. 
3.  S  159 
— Wait ing 
period for purchases of 
fi rearms
I n  A p r i l  2015,  t he n-
20-year-old Dylann Roof 
attempted to purchase a .45 
caliber handgun from a gun 
shop in West Columbia. 
With a charge for il legal 
drug possession impending, 
Roof should not have been 
able to purchase the weapon. 
However, a clerical error 
prevented t he FBI f rom 
rendering a decision within 
the state-mandated waiting 
period of three days. Roof 
gained possession of the 
f irearm and, two months 
later, used it to murder nine 
people at Emanuel A ME 
Church in Charleston.
When the State Assembly 
reconvened the following 
year, Rep. Gerald Malloy 
( D - D a r l i n g t o n )  a n d 
S e n .  M a r l o n  K i m p s o n 
(D-Charleston) pushed to 
lengthen the mandator y 
waiting period in hopes of 
preventing a scenario similar 
to Roof ’s from happening 
again. Their efforts were 
f u t i l e ,  a n d  t h e  S t a t e 
Assembly adjourned with 
the three-day waiting period 
still in place. 
To  o r g a n i z e  p u b l i c 
hear ings on g u n is sues , 
t he S .C .  Senate  for med 
a specia l commit tee last 
summer chaired by Malloy 
cons i s t i ng  of  K impson, 
and Sens. Chip Campsen 
( R- C h a r l e s t o n ) ,  G r e g 
Gregory (R-Lancaster) and 
Greg Hembree (R-Myrtle 
Beach). In September and 
October, the committee held 
a quartet of public hearings 
around the state to allow 
cit izens a chance to voice 
their opinions on gun laws 
to state legislators. 
Tak ing test imony from 
the hearings into account, 
Malloy sponsored S 159, 
which was pre-f i led and 
r e f e r red  to  t he  S en at e 
Commit tee on Judic iar y 
o n  D e c .  13.  T he  b i l l ’s 
passage would lengthen the 
mandatory waiting period 
f r om  t h r e e  d a y s  t o  28 
days, which Malloy hopes 
will allow more thorough 
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  o f 
prospective gun owners.
Higher education report and honor 
roll
Park s sa id t h is  repor t  w i l l  be 
a col laborat ion bet ween St udent 
Governments at USC and Clemson, 
the major universit ies that receive 
state funding for the state legislatures, 
with the intent of giving the student 
body a way to give recognit ion to 
those in the state Senate and House of 
Representatives who are supporters of 
higher education in South Carolina. 
The report, to be released on Jan. 18, 
will also include a policy section that is a 
“wish list” of things students from both 
campuses need. According to Parks, the 
No. 1 issue in the proposal is for a bond 
bill that would allow additional funds to 
operate universities and provide students 
with a more affordable college education.
Safe Ride Program
As the university’s contract with 
Carolina Cab came to an end last spring, 
Student Government worked to come 
up with a new, late-night, affordable 
student transportation system using 
an Uber discount code. They held a 
four-week trial period where students 
registered with their student emails and 
Uber accounts to see how well it worked.
“It went very well; we’re at a place 
now that I can tell you that procurement 
for a state entity like USC is a very 
complicated thing,” Parks said. “That’s 
one of the biggest things I’ve probably 
learned in the last semester that that’s 
very complicated.”
The t r ia l  per iod gave St udent 
Government numbers and information 
that will help them better reach their 
goal of restoring a safe ride program this 
semester. According to Parks, they plan 
to do so by looking at the trial period and 
determining whether they can afford it, 
or need to fi nd funds from somewhere 
else or reevaluate their options.
Additional student space
Student Government has begun to 
advocate to administration and the Board 
of Trustees and push for additional 
student union space for students on 
campus. The Russell House provides 
only 5.5 square feet per student, and 
with a continually growing enrollment. 
Student Government hopes to work 
toward additional space this semester 
and in the future.
Four executive system restructure 
referendum
Last semester, Student Government 
passed a referendum to add a speaker 
of the student senate and allow the vice 
president to pursue initiatives with the 
student body president. This semester it 
will be on the ballot for the student body 
to vote on in February.
“It’s the system that most of our SEC 
counterparts use and it’s very practical 
and it’s time that we transition to that,” 
Parks said. “I certainly urge and hope 
that the student body will vote ‘yea’ for it 
on the ballot in February.”
Pre-filed legislation looks to untangle 
bathroom debacle, lawmaker salaries
Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO
Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN
SG works toward 
new initiatives
Sarah Dnistrian / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sarah Supan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Letter 
from the 
editor
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
B3 Monday, January 9, 2017
SO MANY WAYS TO SAY DELICIOUS
COLUMBIA, SCCOLUMBIA, SC COLUMBIA, SCCOLUMBIA, SC
IRMO, SC
hghosp.com
Not valid on alcohol, tax or gratuity. Not valid with any other discount, promotion, special menu or coupon. Dine in only. 1 coupon per table.
EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2016. MUST PRESENT AD TO RECEIVE 20% OFF
ENJOY 20% OFF
YOUR VISIT
B4 Monday, January 9, 2017
Join the conversation February 2017
#WhatWouldCockyDo #UofSC
Coming Soon
#WhatWouldCockyDo
sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/stand-up
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
2 0 1 7
JANUARY FEBRUARY
MARCH APRIL
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
The only day off classes until spring break, MLK Day is a great 
opportunity to get involved with service in the community. 
Sign up for an MLK Day of Service trip on Jan. 14 or 21, or 
attend one of the many other planned events on campus like the MLK 
Commemorative Breakfast.
Student Organization Fair
Looking to get more involved? Stop by from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
to get tons of free stuff and hear about all of the opportunities 
offered from some of the 400+ student organizations on campus. Make 
sure to come by The Daily Gamecock table for some really high-quality 
pens.
Presidential inauguration
For most students, this was the first presidential election that we 
voted in. It will also be the only presidential inauguration that 
we see while attending USC. (Unless you’re here more than four years. 
No judgement.) Most major news sites will be streaming the event, so get 
some popcorn and enjoy this historic event.
Black History Month
Celebrated every February, Black History Month honors the contributions 
of African-Americans. The Office of Multicultural Affairs always has a full 
schedule of events, from educational workshops to lectures and concerts.
Student Government elections
The perfect Valentine’s Day plans have to include casting 
your ballot for the 2017-2018 Student Government 
officers. This race includes the first-ever ticket, which is sure to provide 
an interesting aspect to the campaign.
Dance Marathon
USCDM is the “largest student-run philanthropic organization 
on USC’s campus.” After raising $527,810 last year, the 
organization has set an ambitious goal of $700,000 for this year’s 
14-hour marathon for the kids at Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital.
Spring Break
Everyone’s favorite week of the spring semester is a time for 
relaxation. Head home, lay on a beach, or maybe go on an 
Alternative Spring Break trip. Whatever you do, don’t think about the 
massive amount of schoolwork waiting for you back on campus.
St. Pat’s in Five Points
Over 45,000 people attend the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration, making it one of the largest in Columbia. Just off 
campus, the festival includes a parade, multiple music stages, and of course 
an abundance of food. Wear everything green in your wardrobe and enjoy 
the people watching.
USC Fashion Week
This year is the 10th annual Fashion Week. Student 
designers as well as local boutiques give shows and 
compete for awards. If you’re looking for something unique to wear, 
look no further. 
Carolina Cup
You might not see any horses, but you’re sure to see lots of polos. 
Make sure to pack your sunscreen and find a big floppy hat for this 
Carolina tradition.
Indie Grits Film Festival
Indie Grits is a yearly art festival held at The Nickelodeon 
that showcases indie films, music, art, video games and 
more. The festival offers students an easy way of experiencing unique art 
that they normally wouldn’t have seen.
Last day of classes
Only 104 days away — not like we’re counting. The last day 
of classes is tantalizingly close on paper, but it’ll take a lot of 
late nights to get there. Hey, at least Reading Day isn’t a Saturday this 
semester.
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
Upcoming entertainment releases 
to keep on your radar this year  
Trustus Theatre brings new, 
diverse shows in 32nd season
Courtesy of Walt Disney Pictures
Courtesy of James Quantz Jr.
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
With the new year comes new 
c la s se s ,  new profe s sor s  a nd a 
heightened awareness of just how fast 
time is passing and how old we are 
all getting (The third “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” and third “Spider-Man” 
are both turning 10 this year. The 
THIRD.) But the new year also means 
new movies, shows, games and albums 
to look forward to, and while the 
likelihood of you actually staying in 
the gym for more than a week after 
the new year is low, the odds of you 
sitting down to enjoy some Netfl ix is 
signifi cantly higher. Here are a few of 
the releases you can look forward to 
in 2017.
Movies:
“Logan”
Release Date: March 3
Ever since Hugh Jackman f irst 
starred in 2000’s “X-Men,” fans have 
prized his performance as the clawed 
anti-hero with a big heart, Wolverine. 
“Logan” will reportedly be Jackman’s 
last time in the role, which is just 
one reason that this upcoming film 
is so highly anticipated. Little was 
known about the movie just a few 
months ago, but after the fi rst trailer 
audiences were struck by the desperate 
yet hopef ul stor y of an elderly 
Wolverine tasked with protecting a 
young mutant girl in the dystopian 
future (set gloriously to Johnny Cash’s 
“Hurt” cover). The movie will also 
follow in the footsteps of last year’s 
“Deadpool” and allow Jackman to 
finally play the true Wolverine by 
featuring an “R” rating. Regardless of 
your knowledge of “X-lore,” it’s clear 
that “Logan” will be a far different 
superhero movie than anything in the 
past few years, perhaps more along the 
lines of Nolan’s “Batman.”
“Beauty and the Beast”
Release Date: March 17
Everything that is old is new again, 
and Disney is proving this with their 
upcoming live-action adaptation of the 
1991 classic animated fi lm “Beauty and 
the Beast.” This remake directed by 
Bill Condon, who helmed parts 1 and 
2 of “Twilight: Breaking Dawn,” stars 
Emma Watson as Belle and features 
realistic-looking CGI versions of 
Lumiere, Cogsworth and the other 
talking furniture characters from 
the original. This is one of a string 
of live-action remakes from Disney 
following the 2015 “Cinderella” and 
2016 “Jungle Book” and preceding the 
2018 “Mulan.” Will this be a highly 
memorable adaptation that celebrates 
the love that many have for this classic 
or will it go down as a dud that misses 
the mark like some other live-action 
remakes have? We will have to wait a 
The Trustus Theatre is 
starting the new year off on 
solid footing with diverse 
p r o g r a m m i n g  f o r  t h e 
remainder of its 32nd season.
Their shows have always 
aimed to explore the human 
experience in all of its various 
forms, and th is year the 
theater plans to cont inue 
that trend and reach an even 
more diverse and all-inclusive 
audience.
Their f irst show, “Boy,” 
which runs from Jan. 13 to 
21, recreates the true story of 
how a botched circumcision 
caused a man to be raised a 
female.
“ I t ’s  a  he a r t b r e a k i n g 
script with a lot of hope — 
something we can all use in 
the coming year,” art ist ic 
director Chad Henderson 
said.
“Marcus, or the Secret of 
Sweet” will bring the Brother/
Sister trilogy to a close in 
Februar y.  This play was 
written by playwright Tarell 
Alvin McCraney, whose play 
“In Moonlight Black Boys 
Look Blue” inspired last 
year’s hit fi lm “Moonlight.”
John Floyd, who plays 
Marcus,  g raduated f rom 
U S C ’s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Theatre and Dance and is 
currently on staff with the 
department.
Henderson recommends 
that college students check 
While school might be starting again, 
that doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t fi nd 
the time to continue seeing your favorite 
bands live. There are multiple music 
venues in Columbia and the surrounding 
areas that are offering shows in a wide 
range of styles and price so that there is 
something for everyone. Here is a sample 
of the bands that will be making nearby 
stops this semester. 
Riﬀ  Raﬀ 
Where: Music Farm Columbia
When: Jan. 10
Time: Doors open at 8 p.m., show starts 
at 9 p.m.
Price: $25
21 Savage
Where: Music Farm Columbia
When: Jan. 15
Time: Doors at 7 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
Price: $38.50 - $80
Breaking Benjamin
Where: Fillmore Charlotte
When: Jan. 21
Time: 8 p.m.
Price: $125
Reel Big Fish / Anti-Flag
Where: The Masquerade (Atlanta)
When: Jan. 27
Time: 7 p.m.
Price: $23.50
August Burns Red
Where: The Masquerade (Atlanta)
When: Feb. 7
Time: 6 p.m.
Price: $23
ZZ Top
Where: Township Auditorium
When: Feb. 21
Time: 8 p.m.
Price: $88 - $300
Luke Bryan
Where: Colonial Life Arena
When: Feb. 23
Time: 7 p.m.
Price: $49.75 - $75
Young The Giant
Where: Music Farm Columbia
When: March 1
Time: Doors at 8 p.m., show at 9 p.m.
Price: $28 - $30
Jimmy Eat World
Where: Music Farm Charleston
When: March 3
Time: Doors open at 7 p.m., show starts 
at 8 p.m.
Price: $29.50 - $32
Green Day / Against Me!
Where: Infi nite Energy Arena (Duluth, 
Georgia)
When: March 10
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Price: $49.50 - $59.50
Earth Wind and Fire
Where: Township Auditorium
When: March 24
Time: 8 p.m.
Price: $75 - $398
JoJo
Where: Music Farm Columbia
When: March 26
Time: Doors at 6 p.m., show at 7 p.m.
Price: $20 - $125
Modern Baseball
Where: Music Farm Charleston
When: March 26
Time: Doors at 6 p.m., show at 7 p.m.
Price: $19 - $22
Red Hot Chili Peppers
Where: Colonial Life Arena
When: April 19
Time: 8 p.m.
Price: $52 - $102
Periphery
Where: Fillmore Charlotte
When: April 20
Time: 7 p.m.
Price: $20
january & february
www.cp.sc.edu
calendar launch
Carolina Productions
on the 10th @ 11am-2pm
greene street
learn about our events, movies,
& how you can join us!
WELCOMES YOU BACK
with our
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Courtesy of Guerrilla Games
few months to know for sure.
“The Circle”
Release Date: April 28
Third-year students at USC might 
remember the f i rst-year read ing 
experience and being given a copy of 
a book called “The Circle” to read. 
Whether you read it or not, most of 
us saw the book’s author Dave Eggers 
speak, so you might be interested to 
know it’s being made into a movie 
starring one of Hollywood’s busiest 
actresses, Emma Watson. The story 
follows Mae Holland, who is hired by a 
Google-like company called The Circle. 
At first, Mae is excited to be at such 
a large and inf luential company, but 
over time mystery begins to grow and 
concerns of privacy become serious. In 
addition to Emma Watson, “The Circle” 
also stars John Boyega, who played Finn 
in “Star Wars Episode VII,” and Tom 
Hanks.
Games:
“Resident Evil 7”
Release Date: Jan. 24
Platforms: PS4, PSVR, Xbox One, PC
The “Resident Evil” franchise has 
had a long history and has gone through 
numerous iterations, going from a horror 
game to more of an action game. With 
“Resident Evil 7,” Capcom seems to 
be going back to the roots of the series 
with a pure horror game designed to 
unsettle you and make you jump. While 
this game is looking to be calling back 
to the older games in some ways, it also 
treads new ground with its fi rst-person 
perspective and virtual reality support. 
Not too much is known about the 
specifi cs of the game, but a “Silent Hill: 
PT”-like demo is currently available for 
PlayStation, Xbox and Steam and it gives 
us hints to the eerie tone and mysterious 
story that might be in the final game. 
Many believe that this game may be the 
fi rst real, full-length game to make a big 
splash on VR and might be a big test for 
how immersive – and terrifying – VR 
horror can be.
“For Honor”
Release Date: Feb. 14
Platforms: PS4, Xbox One, PC
O ver t he year s ,  we have seen 
numerous detailed competitive online 
shooters, but we haven’t seen the same 
sort of attention put towards an online 
sword-fi ghting game. Developer Ubisoft 
is looking to fi ll this void with a brand 
new game called “For Honor.” “For 
Honor” is a four-versus-four multiplayer 
game where each player plays as a 
medieval knight, a viking or a samurai 
in a massive battle between two armies. 
The battlefield is filled with smaller 
computer-controlled soldiers that you 
march with until you find one of the 
other players. Then you engage in a 
gruesome battle. The sword play in “For 
Honor” is more complex than most hack-
and-slash games and allows the player to 
use the right analog stick to choose a 
direction to block or attack. In order to 
win a battle, the player must learn how to 
use misdirection and strategically timed 
attacks so that they can gain the upper 
hand and claim different sections of the 
map for their army. While there are 
concerns about the game’s single player 
feeling tacked-on at the last minute and 
the quality isn’t a guarantee, Ubisoft has 
a very interesting and unique idea here 
that, if done right, could be a lot of fun.
“Horizon Zero Dawn”
Release Date: Feb. 28
Platforms: PS4
Really, the only necessary piece of 
informat ion that is needed about 
“Horizon Zero Dawn” is that you fi ght 
robot dinosaurs. That is truly enough 
on its own. “Horizon Zero Dawn” is 
a highly anticipated action RPG set in 
a post-apocalyptic land where people 
have been forced to live as primitive 
cavemen and women whilst, strangely, 
robotic creatures roam the plains as if 
they were normal animals. Each time 
the game is shown, the gameplay looks 
intense, smooth and unique, and the 
way the mystery surrounding the world 
is being kept a secret is helping to make 
this one of the most anticipated games 
in the PlayStation community. Whether 
or not the answer to the mystery ends 
up feeling satisfactory is left to be seen, 
but regardless, PS4 owners can soon 
look forward to living out their dreams 
of being a cavewomen running around 
taking down giant robot dinosaurs. 
What a time to be alive.
TV:
“A Series of Unfortunate Events”
Release Date: Jan 13
It has been over 12 years since the 2004 
Jim Carrey “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events” movie was released. Now, the 
story that was originally written by 
Daniel Hendler (commonly known by 
his pen name Lemony Snicket) is going 
to be given the chance to thrive once 
again thanks to a Netfl ix series releasing 
on Jan. 13. For those who somehow 
missed the movie or books as a child, “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events” follows 
three orphans, Klaus, Violet and Sunny 
Baudelaire, who are put in the custody 
of the mysterious and evil Count Olaf 
following their parents’ death after their 
house burns down. The Baudelaires 
are no ordinary kids, however, as each 
of them has their own impressive and 
peculiar ability — abilities that they will 
need as it becomes apparent that Count 
Olaf is only interested in the money 
the children inherited rather than the 
children themselves. Neil Patrick Harris 
will be taking the role of Count Olaf, 
and we watchers will have to wait and 
see if Harris will be able to adequately 
fi ll the shoes of Carrey’s goofy, strange 
and sinister character, or if we are in for 
a change in tone.
“Iron Fist”
Release Date: March 17
Recently Marvel has been teaming up 
with Netfl ix to bring a series of shows 
starring various slightly lesser-known 
heroes in “Daredevil,” “Jessica Jones” 
and “Luke Cage.” In March, we will 
be given the next show in this series, 
“Iron Fist.” “Iron Fist” follows Daniel 
Rand (Finn Jones of “Game of Thrones” 
fame), a man who, after being missing 
for years, returns to New York City to 
fight crime with his martial arts and 
supernatural abilities. “Iron Fist” is the 
last of the characters in “The Defenders” 
a cross-over series starring Daredevil, 
Luke Cage, Jessica Jones and Iron Fist 
that is set to release some time in 2017. 
With the success and critical acclaim 
garnered by each of the other Marvel 
Netflix shows, “Iron Fist” is likely to 
have fairly high expectations.
Music:
The xx – “I See You”
Release Date: Jan. 13
London indie pop band The xx 
returns this year for their first album 
since 2012, and with it appears to come 
a fresh take on their atmospheric and 
haunting sound. Both of the singles 
the band has released, “On Hold” and 
“Say Something Loving,” show a sound 
that is more pop than the band has ever 
been, with peppier beats and catchy 
choruses. This new twist on their sound 
and the possibilities it could bring out 
of Romy Madley Croft and Oliver Sim’s 
dueling vocals make this a release to look 
out for when it comes out this Friday. 
The xx will be performing at the Red 
Hat Amphitheater in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, on May 14.
Amber Coffman – “City of No Reply”
Release Date: TBA
Amanda Coffman, singer/songwriter 
most commonly known for being a 
singer and guitarist for Dirty Projectors, 
is releasing her debut solo album 
sometime this year. Coffman’s first 
single, “All to Myself,” is a calming and 
soulful electronic jam that gives a hint 
that her fi rst foray into being a solo artist 
will come with a soothing and relaxed 
tone. With rumors of Coffman no 
longer being a part of Dirty Projectors 
— rumors fueled by the fact that Dirty 
Projectors released a song without her 
shortly before her own single — it will 
be interesting to see where Coffman’s 
career goes and if she will see breakout 
success in 2017.
Grace Batton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Nickelodeon Theatre on Main Street screens a variety of independent fi lms and hosts cultural events throughout the year, like the Indie Grits art festival in April.
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complete student living
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? 2 to 4 bedroom ﬂoorplans
? Apartments & townhomes
? Fully furnished 
? 24-hour ﬁtness center
? Resort-style swimming pool
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? Internet with up to Gigabit speed
? Private shuttle to campus
? Per-person contracts 
? Roommate matching
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The Nickelodeon introduces two interactive film 
series, more expansive Indie Grits Festival 
SEENICKPAGEB9
Founded in 1979 by two University 
of South Carol ina students, the 
Nickelodeon Theatre is the only 
nonprofi t art house theater in South 
Carolina. Commonly referred to as 
“the Nick,” the theater screens diverse 
and independent films that aim to 
invoke discussion and appreciation for 
cinema and other artistic mediums.
Pauline Arroyo, the market ing 
assistant at the Nickelodeon, said 
the theater is introducing two new 
fi lm series in the upcoming semester. 
The f irst, “Sound & Vision,” is a 
partnership with DRIP (records). The 
program pairs musical documentaries 
with live performances from local 
bands before each screening. The 
series will commence on Jan. 28 with 
a performance f rom Debbie and 
the Skanks and The Rolling Stones 
documentary “Gimme Shelter.”
T he  s e c ond  ne w  s er ie s  t h at 
the Nick will be hosting is “Black 
Stories.” Each week of February, the 
theater will show documentaries and 
feature fi lms that showcase infl uential 
stories of black history and culture. 
Different community leaders will 
attend each screening and participate 
in a question-and-answer discussion 
session. A collaborat ion with SC 
Humanities has made all of these fi lms 
free to the public.
The theater will also be continuing 
“Foreign Focus,” an international fi lm 
series, and “First Friday Lowbrow 
Cinema Explosion,” a tribute to old-
school horror fi lms.
Another continuing event is the 
Indie Grits festival. Indie Grits is 
scheduled for April 20-23. Founded 
in 2007, the annual festival showcases 
local art, fi lm, music and technology.
Arroyo said that this year, Indie 
Grits has a dif ferent theme from 
previous festivals.
“Every year our intention with 
Indie Grits is to keep raising the bar 
for ourselves — for creators and for 
our audiences,” Arroyo said. “Already 
this year we’ve had a record breaking 
number of fi lm submissions and artist 
proposals.”
“For the f irst t ime, Indie Grits 
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Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention (SAVIP)
Student Health Services
8th Annual
If you know a USC student, faculty or staff member who spoke 
up, stood up, took action and made a difference for another 
campus community member, nominate them for a Stand Up 
Carolina Hero Award.
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Stand Up Carolina
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has opened up submissions beyond 
the southeast to include all of Latin 
America in coordination with this 
year’s Visiones theme,” Arroyo said. 
“Visiones is an exploration of Latinx 
community, identity, dreams, and it’s 
relationship to the southeast. This 
means a portion of our content will 
work to illuminate that subject the 
same way Indie Grits has always tried 
to amplify small voices. Expect plenty 
of fi lms, art, music, and food.”
Although no musical art ists or 
feature fi lms have been confi rmed to 
perform at the festival, announcements 
about the lineup should be released in 
the next few months.
“At the Nick, you can experience 
things you might not fi nd at any other 
place in Columbia, and defi nitely not 
at another movie theatre in state,” 
Arroyo said. “You can experience 
events featuring anything from live 
music, to media installations, to seeing 
a movie on 16mm analog f ilm to 
catching the latest Oscar contender,” 
Arroyo said.
Visit the Nickelodeon website 
for information about ticketing and 
further information about new series 
and events.
out this show.
“A mix t ure of poet r y, prose, 
music and movement — this show 
is a modern and hip opt ion for 
any college-aged theatre fan who’s 
seek ing product ions about the 
discoveries and search-for-self that 
young adults experience,” Henderson 
said.
Adding some musicality to the 
theater’s lineup this season is “Grey 
Gardens,” which follows Jacqueline 
Kennedy’s aunt and cousin, Big Edie 
and Little Edie Bouvier Beale. The 
musical, which is based off of the 
documentary and film of the same 
name, will hit the Trustus Theatre 
in March.
The season will continue with 
“Hand to God,” — a show featuring 
a puppet character — the musical 
“Rock of Ages,” and plays “Sex on 
Sunday” and “Black Super Hero 
Magic Mama.”
A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s e a s o n ’ s 
programming is the Trustus’s Late 
Night  Comedy prog ra m m i ng. 
Trustus’s resident sketch comedy and 
improv troupe The Mothers performs 
during the run of a Main Stage show 
at 11:15 p.m. USC’s improv troupe 
Toast also performs at the Trustus 
for late night shows. Tickets are $5 
for students, and the bar is available 
for students of drinking age.
Henderson hopes that their varied 
programming will attract a new and 
wide-reaching audience this season.
“It  i s  our hope t hat  we w i l l 
cont inue to grow our dedicated 
audiences by attracting people in the 
community who are seeking to be 
challenged and engaged while also 
being entertained,” Henderson said.
Although the shows this season 
are dissimilar in many ways, they all 
speak to the fundamental truths of 
the human experience.
“Many of these shows ask us 
to relate to someone who may be 
very different from us, or to find 
compassion and understanding 
for circumstances we may not be 
familiar with,” Henderson said. 
“Theatre has the power to give voice 
to the voiceless and offer windows 
into experiences that differ greatly 
from our own. We’re proud to offer 
material that does just that in the 
coming months.”
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Student 
Health 
Services
Right behind the  
Russell House
 Most appointment  
wait times less than  
20 minutes
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
Find us on Facebook & Twitter for 
the latest information & events:
facebook.com/UofSCshs
twitter.com/UofSCshs
Included in the student health fee 
already paid for with tuition:
• Consults for a sore throat, cough, sinus issues, stomach 
bug/food poisoning
• Examinations of wounds
• Flu shots (it’s not too late if you haven’t gotten one!)
• 10 individual sessions w/ a counselor per academic year
• Virtually all preventive and wellness services, including 
consults for stress management, nutrition, exercise, 
tobacco cessation and sexual health 
Open 
M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sundays 2-8 p.m.
Counseling now offering 
extended hours for spring,  
8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. M-Th
Make appointments 
24/7 online at 
sc.edu/
myhealthspace
Thank you for choosing Student Health Services for your health care needs!
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South Carolina’s showdown against the 
Kentucky Wildcats. Unlike Florida, this 
game will not be a home game for the 
Gamecocks, who will be forced to play in 
Rupp Arena on a Saturday night in front 
of what will likely be a sold out Kentucky 
crowd. The Wildcats feature what many 
say is the best backcourt in the SEC, with 
Malik Monk and De’Aaron Fox starring on 
this star-studded Kentucky team.
Already with wins over then 7th-ranked 
North Carolina, and 13th-ranked Michigan 
State, this Kentucky team has already 
shown itself to be one of the best teams in 
the country. This game for the Gamecocks 
could be either a tournament clincher or 
morale breaker, depending on the outcome.
One other game that could be huge in 
the eyes of the selection committee come 
Select ion Sunday is South Carol ina’s 
matchup with Arkansas on Feb. 15. This 
late season matchup could potentially pose 
two of the top 5 teams in the SEC against 
each other, and could have the potential of 
popping the losing team’s bubble. Arkansas 
is 12-3 so far, with a win over Tennessee 
and a close loss to Florida to kick off SEC 
play. The Razorbacks, although not ranked 
now, have the potential to crack into the top 
25 by the time they come to Colonial Life 
arena in med-February.
Most importantly, for an invitation of 
March Madness, Duane Notice must break 
out of his shooting slump. Before the Texas 
A&M game, Notice was a combined 1-20 
from three-point range in the previous 
four games. Against A&M, Notice showed 
a glimmer of his of his normal three point 
shooting prowess, going 4-9 from three. 
For South Carolina to beat the Kentucky’s 
of the college basketball world, Duane 
Notice will need to play like the sixth man 
of the year that he was last season and 
provide a third offensive threat besides 
Dozier and Thornwell.
2 behind Vanderbilt from 
behind the arc.
Their of fense revolves 
a rou nd g u a rd  V ic tor ia 
Vivians, who has been one 
of the premier scorers in 
the SEC since the moment 
she stepped on campus. 
The daughter of head coach 
Vic Schaefer, guard Blair 
Schaefer recently propelled 
M i s s i s s ipp i  S t at e  over 
Arkansas with two second-
half three-pointers. The 
Bulldogs also fi gure to have 
the physicality to compete 
with the Gamecocks down 
at the post. 
In what has evolved into 
a perennial rivalry game 
between South Carolina and 
Connecticut, the Huskies 
have ser ved as a l it mus 
test for the Gamecocks’ 
post season a spi rat ions . 
Connecticut defeated South 
Carolina 66-54 in Columbia 
last season, the Gamecock’s 
only loss of the season until 
they fell to Syracuse in the 
Sweet 16. The Gamecocks 
w i l l  h a v e  t h e  a d d e d 
challenge of going on the 
road to play the four-time 
defending champions.
T he  S out h  C a r o l i n a 
women’s team weathered 
a potentially treacherous 
first half almost f lawlessly, 
but with a new-conference 
challenger and an old foe 
remaining on the horizon, 
there is a lot more to be 
learned about this team in 
the second half.
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USC: Continuing Education 
University Test Prep
Enroll Now!
View website for full schedule including
online classes. Classes start soon!
10% off for students, faculty/staff & alumni  
Promo code: USCstud
Testprep@mailbox.sc.edu
803-777-9444 • discover.sc.edu
Enroll now for spring preparation classes. 
Classes include 24-30 hours of expert instruction, workbook and textbook.
LSAT Prep Courses:
January 10-31
(T/Th) 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
(Sun) 1 - 4 p.m.
March 21-April 20
(T/Th) 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
GRE Prep Courses:
January 21-February 26
(Sat) 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
March 21-April 13
(T/Th) 6 - 9 p.m.
Online GMAT Prep Courses:
February 9-March 7
(T/Th) 7 - 10 p.m.
SAT Prep Courses:
February 12-March 5
(Sun) 1 - 5 p.m.
April 10-13
(M-Th) 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
ACT Prep Courses:
March 12-April 2
(Sun) 1 - 5 p.m.
CVS Health, where your health is our     
priority.
Fall into a new routine. Make CVS your 
weekly habit. We are your home 
away from home. 
Come visit us for all your health 
and school needs.
Pharmacy
Photo Center
MinuteClinic
Spring Sports Schedule
January
January 21 - Men’s basketball - Gamecocks 
play Kentucky in Lexington, Kentucky
February
February 10 - Softball - opener against Ohio 
and Presbyterian
February 13 - Women’s basketball - plays 
Connecticut in Storrs, Connecticut 
February 17 - Baseball - opener against 
UNC Greensboro
March
March 1-5 - Women’s Basketball - SEC 
Tournament in Greenville, South Carolina
March 3-5 - Baseball - South Carolina/
Clemson rivalry series - multiple locations
March 8-17 - Men’s Basketball - SEC 
Tournement in Nashville
March 12 - Men’s Basketball- Selection 
Sunday for NCAA Tournament 
March 31 and April 2 - Women’s Basketball - 
Final Four in Dallas
April
April 1 and 3 - Men’s Basketball - Final four 
in Phoenix
April 21-23 - Women’s Golf - SEC Golf 
Championship in Birmingham, Alabama
April 21-24 - Men’s Golf - SEC Golf 
Championship at St. Simons Island, Georgia
April 22 - Track and Field - Gamecock 
Invitational 
May
May 10 - Softball - SEC tournament in Knoxville, Tennessee 
May 11-13 - Track and Field - SEC Outdoor Championship
May 23 - Baseball - SEC tournament in Hoover, Alabama
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P.J. Dozier recorder four games where he scored over 20 points in the absence of senior guard Sindarius Thornwell. 
File photo: Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina’s leading scorers A’ja Wilson and Alaina Coates will look to avenge last season’s loss to UConn.
After last year’s record-
set t i ng  sea son t hat  saw 
the South Carolina men’s 
basketball team just miss the 
NCAA tournament, the goal 
of this year’s team has been 
to make the tournament.
Ret urn ing key players 
such as Sindarius Thornwell, 
Duane Notice and PJ Dozier, 
these Gamecocks started the 
year hot, winning their fi rst 
eight games and soaring as 
high as No. 16 in the top 25 
rankings. This start included 
wins over non-conference 
foes such as Michigan and 
Syracuse, both of whom 
were ranked at the time, as 
the team tried to avoid what 
many called the pitfall of last 
season: a lack of quality non-
conference wins.
Yet just as things seemed 
trending toward a definite 
NCA A tournament birth, 
ne w s  broke  t h at  sho ok 
Gamecock nation: leading 
scorer and star Sindarius 
Thornwell was suspended 
indefi nitely. In his absence, 
the team struggled, going 
3-3. In this time though, a 
new star emerged, as Dozier 
stepped up and recorded four 
straight games of at least 20 
points.
A s  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
entered SEC play, Sindarius 
Thornwell was reinstated 
to t he team. Behind h is 
and Dozier’s lead, South 
Carolina was able to beat 
G e o r g i a ,  e nd i n g  t he i r 
four-game losing streak to 
Georgia dating back to the 
2014-15 season. They then 
followed up this win with a 
win over Texas A&M.
As South Carolina gets 
into the heart of SEC play, 
there are three upcoming 
games that could have major 
impact s on their NCA A 
tournament hopes.
The biggest two games 
o f  t h e  s e a s o n  f o r  t h e 
Gamecocks will occur back 
to back, as South Carolina 
is set to play Florida on Jan. 
18, followed by Kentucky on 
Jan. 21.
Florida, currently ranked 
24t h,  has  big w ins over 
M ia m i ,  Seton Ha l l  a nd 
Saint Bonaventure. They 
are winners of their last four 
games, and could likely come 
into the South Carol ina 
game winners of six straight. 
Look to this game to be a 
major measuring stick of just 
how good Frank Martin’s 
team is.
Even bigger than the game 
against Florida, though, is 
The start of the second semester 
marks a convenient midpoint in the 
South Carolina women’s basketball 
season, with half of the 28-game 
regular season now decided.
Outside of a Dec. 4 hiccup at 
Cameron Indoor to the now No. 
13-ranked Duke Blue Devils, the 
Gamecocks have perfectly navigated 
a schedu le t hat feat ured t hree 
matchups against top-10 teams. 
There are two more games ahead 
scheduled against teams currently 
ranked in the top 10, with South 
Carol ina s lated to  host  No.  4 
Mississippi State on Jan. 23 before 
traveling to compete with Geno 
Auriemma’s No. 1 Connect icut 
Huskies on Feb. 13. Dawn Staley’s 
team validated their lofty pre-season 
rankings and accolades with wins 
over Ohio State, Louisv il le and 
UCLA, but there is just a little more 
on the line with the two marquee 
matchups in the second half.
The Gamecocks have won 25 
consecut ive games in the SEC, 
and 40 of their last 41, including 
tournament play. The undefeated 
Bulldogs are ranked one spot ahead 
of South Carolina in the AP Poll 
for week nine and are the fi rst real 
threat to South Carolina’s complete 
conference domination.
Mississippi State represents one 
of the few teams in the conference 
that real ly stands to score with 
Gamecocks, and a lot of that comes 
down to their effi ciency. They boast 
the highest fi eld goal percentage in 
the conference, and they rank No. 
Abe Danaher
@ABE_DANAHER
SEC play will determine South 
Carolina’s NCAA aspirations
Two 
remaining 
games 
loom on 
horizon for 
Gamecocks
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI1
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Like the bloom of forsythia, 
South Carolina baseball is one of 
the few dependable harbingers 
of  spr ing in Columbia.  The 
Gamecocks traditionally begin 
their slate of spring scrimmages 
at the end of January, well before 
Punxsutawney Phi l can even 
attempt to get his act together.
This is not the year to let the 
season sneak up on you.
L a r g e l y  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r 
abundance of talent and depth 
on the mound, the Gamecocks 
are poised to enter the season as 
a darling of the preseason polls. 
They were already ranked No. 
4 by the Col leg iate Basebal l 
Newspaper. Expectations have 
probably never been higher during 
the Chad Holbrookera.
Three South Carolina pitchers 
were ranked by Baseball America 
in t he top 100 col lege draf t 
prospects for 2017 — technically 
four if you count junior outfi elder 
Alex Destino, a slugger who has 
seen a handful of low-leverage 
innings on the mound during his 
collegiate career, but you probably 
shouldn’t. 
Junior right-handers Wil Crowe, 
Clarke Schmidt and Tyler Johnson 
rank No. 11, No. 17 and No. 35 on 
that list, respectively. 
As a freshman in 2014, Crowe 
emerged as one of the top young 
starters in the country, but he 
underwent Tommy John in 2015 
and redshirted last season to 
recover from his elbow injury. 
Schmidt more than adequately 
f il led the role of Friday night 
s t a r t er  i n  l ight  of  C rowe’s 
absence, striking out 129 batters 
on the season, good for No. 6 in 
the country and second behind 
Florida’s Alex Faedo in the SEC. 
“Obviously with the experience 
of Wil and Clarke ... one of those 
two will probably throw Friday 
of opening day this year,” said 
head coach Chad Holbrook after 
the conclusion of his team’s fall 
scrimmages.
“It’s going to be a tough call on 
my part — I wish I could throw 
them both,” Holbrook said. “It’s a 
nice problem to have though, I’m 
not going to lose much sleep over 
that decision.”
T he t h i rd  member  of  t he 
projec ted weekend rotat ion, 
sophomore right-hander Adam 
Hill, would also push for Friday 
night honors on just about any 
other pitching staff. Hill held 
opposing hitters to a .208 batting 
average in 14 star t s and was 
granted freshman All-SEC honors.
“Adam Hill wants to be in that 
conversation too,” Holbrook said. 
“Outside of one inning all fall he 
might have had the cleanest 12 or 
13 innings of any of our pitchers.” 
The Gamecocks will have the 
luxury of leaving Johnson at the 
back end of their bullpen, even 
though it was their closer who 
gave them their biggest start of 
the season last year. The right-
hander tossed a complete-game 
victory over UNC Wilmington as 
the Gamecocks faced elimination 
in the regionals last season. He 
pitched for the Collegiate National 
Team this past summer. 
“The model that a l l of our 
young pitchers should watch is 
Tyler Johnson,” Holbrook said.
Veteran relievers Reed Scott and 
Josh Reagan will pave the way to 
Johnson at the end of games, both 
coming off a season where they 
posted a sub-3.00 ERA.
The potential MLB draft status 
of the Gamecocks’ top arms, 
particularly Crowe, Schmidt and 
Johnson, will be another narrative 
to follow this spring. Some of the 
Gamecocks’ premier pitchers in 
recent Gamecock history l ike 
Michael Roth and Jack Wynkoop 
were regarded as star college 
pitchers but not necessarily viewed 
as having the tools to be elite 
pro prospects. This season the 
Gamecocks have at least three 
pitchers who could factor as 
first or second round prospects, 
and maybe another in Hill the 
following season. Scouts will be 
looking to book hotels for the 
whole weekend when they fl ock to 
Columbia this spring.
Regardless of who Holbrook 
gives the ball to on Feb. 17 when 
t he  G a me c o c k s  ho s t  U NC 
Greensboro, the Gamecocks are 
going to have opening day quality 
pitching in the majority of their 
starts. In the meantime, don’t 
blink — the baseball season might 
sneak up on you.
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Clarke Schmidt will join Adam Hill and Wil Crowe to give South Carolina a trio of aces in its weekend rotation this spring. 
Elite pitching on display for the Gamecocks in 2017
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI1
BASEBALL PREVIEW
Returning Pitcher’s 
2016 ERA 
(min. 20 innings pitched)
Player Class ERA IP
Josh Reagan
Tyler Johnson
Reed Scott
Tyler Haswell
Clarke Schmidt
Adam Hill 
Brandon Murray
Senior
Senior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Soph.
2.08
2.42
2.56
3.10
3.40
3.53
6.38
56.1
52.0
45.2
20.1
111.1
66.1
24.0
Upcoming Baseball Schedule
2/17 – 2/19 UNC Greensboro
2/21 Charlotte
2/23 Kansas State
2/24 – 2/26 Wright State
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